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************************************************************** 

CIRCUIT PRAYER AND PRAISE                                                               
REVIEW - YOUR THOUGHTS  AND                                                  
PRAYERS WELCOMED 

 

We are seeking to develop the work of Circuit Prayer and Praise and to see where God 
may be leading us.                                                             

It may be that you are a regular attendee or have even taken part in these regular circuit 
events. In recent days, we have taken to using some of  the church Sunday evening slots to 
encourage participation, sometimes very successfully.                                                                           

However we don’t want to rest on our usual format and are seeking to be a better focus for 
God’s resources and work through Circuit Prayer and Praise. 

Therefore, we are asking the circuit to share their views on how CP&P could be enhanced, 
changed, or adapted to meet the needs of our circuit in 2020 and to serve God better 
though its format. 

Our strapline is reflect, rejoice, receive, respond and we want to deepen these elements in 
any way we can. 

Please give your comments – preferably by email but letters welcome too! –                      
to Andy at andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk, copying me in at pdvjones@hotmail.com. 

 

Your help is appreciated. 

 

Messy Church is built on five core 
values: Christ Centred, Creative; All 

Age; Hospitality and Celebration. 
The aim is to offer a fresh              

expression of church, exploring 
faith in fun, accessible and creative 

ways.  
 

Stamford Methodist Circuit offer Messy Church in a number of our local churches          
(see local church for more details): Bourne MC 3rd Wednesday from 3.30,  Deepings MC 
2nd Sunday from 4pm, Ketton MC 2nd Sunday from 10am and NEW at Stamford MC 1st 
Saturday from 10.30am. 
 
We would love to welcome more people into the Messy Church family, so why not check 
your local church for details, or contact the circuit children and family worker Sarah Lamb 
for more information.  Messy Church is part of BRF and you can search online for more 
details of Messy Church. 

Why not follow Messy Church (Barn Hill) on Facebook for regular updates. Sarah Lamb  
sarah.cfworker@gmail.com 

Calling all Toddlers! 
There are a number of toddler group sessions running across the circuit and we would love 

to welcome more families into our groups.  If you are looking for a session near you, why 
not check out your local Methodist Church for group days and times,                                   

or contact Sarah Lamb. 
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But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 
that you seek Jesus who was crucified”. 

 

Matthew 28, Verse 5 

mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk
mailto:pdvjones@hotmail.com
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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford         
Methodist Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be:           
Inspiring, encouraging of faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church       
relationships within the Circuit. 

 
Could you please send any articles for the May Circuit Newsletter to the below 
address/email address at this time. 
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 14th April 2020. 
Email:admin2322@gmail.com 
Address: Rowan Scholtz 9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 

Rev Andy Fyall  

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282 

andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Leo Osborn 

2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU 

Tel: 01572 720721  

lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk 

    Luke Denley Youth Outreach Worker 

94 Caithness Road, Stamford. PE9 2TP   

   yowlukedenley@gmail.com 

Tel:  01780 753084  

Phil Jones- Circuit  Mission Enabler 

5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX 

Tel:  01778 346389  

pdvjones@hotmail.com 
 

 

Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 

Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN 

Tel: 01778 422258   
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain 

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282   
 andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com 

Circuit Children and Families Worker-Sarah 
Lamb 

1 Primrose Way Grantham NG31 7GX                          

   Mobile:  O7586357850  

sarah.cfworker@gmail.com 
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Circuit 
Pray for Leo and Charlotte as Leo moves towards retirement with  sabbatical and Charlotte 
discerns where to serve in Parish Ministry. 
Pray for Bekkie Wright as she prepares to move to the circuit as Probationer Minister in the 
summer. 
Give thanks for opportunities to share the Gospel and pray for renewal and growth. 
 
 

 

A Prayer for those in pain 

 

Caring God, 

Be with all who suffer today. 

  

For those in constant pain, 

Be their rock. 

  

For those whose pain is deep and unseen, 

Be their comfort. 

  

For those whose pain is passing, 

Be their spring of joy. 

  
 
 

Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the May 2020 newsletter no later than Tuesday 14th April 
2020, including Prayers for the Prayer page from Church Stewards (anything sent after this 

date will not be included) 
Thank you 



 

Stamford Methodist Circuit Newsletter-April page 14 

Bourne 
We pray for those caught up in the corona virus and the medical staff who are dealing with 
this virulent disease. 
We pray for Leo and Charlotte that they may enjoy their well earned retirement. 
We pray for those celebrating significant birthday and anniversaries that they may enjoy 
the fellowship of family and friends at this joyful time. 
We pray for the decisions reached at our recent Church Council meeting that they may 
prove fruitful and  show our willingness to reach out to those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
Deepings 
Please join us in asking for God's guidance and empowering as we meet with Phil Jones to 
review thoughts and findings from a "Time Out" day and our Church Audit as we look to 
move forward together in the Deepings. 

Pray for the continuing work of Churches Together in the Deepings as we welcome new          
Ministers to St Guthlac's CofE and Catholic churches. 

 
Ketton 
We give thanks for the many answered prayers of healing and for the safe return of John 
Downes to Ketton fellowship. We give thanks for all those in the circuit who give gener-
ously of their time . We pray for Leo as he moves on to a new chapter in his life, we have 
been blessed to have him amongst us.  
 
Oakham 
Pray for all who are suffering from the coronavirus may they recover quickly.  
Pray for the people who have been flooded during the dreadful rains. 

Pray for our new minister that she may settle comfortably among us, and send our prayers 
and good wishes with Leo and Charlotte for a long and happy retirement. 
 
Stamford 
We give thanks for the wonderful life and witness of Sheila Wolfenden who has died at the 
age of 91. Please pray for all her family at this difficult time, especially Jane, Neil, Joy and 
Beth. 

Pray for successful appeals for funding to support the planned work and the appointment of 
a Families’ and Children’s worker in Stamford. 

Pray for Sarah Lamb as she supports her parents who have been ill. 

Pray for all those affected by the coronavirus and the NHS as it prepares for the people 
who will become infected. 

We give thanks for the beautiful bench in memory of Margaret Durdey which has been    
fitted outside the church in Barn Hill. We hope that as the weather improves some of our 
members will enjoy resting on it. The neighbourhood cat has already taken a liking to it. 

 

Uppingham 

We pray for all those so badly impacted by the Coronavirus, especially the lonely and 
housebound members of our community.  We pray for them as they pray for us. 
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends, 

                      I’m writing at a time when the way we greet one another has     
become headline news. The corona virus has meant that hugs and hand-shakes 
are out and “hello” is best shouted from a distance! All so strange for those of 
us to whom such things are second nature. 

 

Yet beyond the inconvenience and unfamiliarity of all that is happening of 
course  lies a real fear which is why of all the greetings on that first Easter 
morning perhaps the one that we need to hear above all others at this time is 
“Fear not” – which of course you only need to say to those who are afraid or 
likely to be! And such fears are all too apparent just now whether in fear of 
what the future holds, how  things are going to work out or the fear of illness 
and death themselves or for a loved one. 

 

Yet Jesus  says: ”Fear not”. Spoken by anyone else it might appear naïve  or 
uncaring but spoken by The Risen Christ it brings peace to our hearts. Because 
the message of Easter is that this Jesus  goes before us into the future, that this 
Jesus rules over all and that this Jesus is the conqueror of death and a          
companion in every time of sickness or sorrow. 

 

So whilst I cannot greet you physically please know that as I write my final   
article for The Stamford Circuit newsletter my heart reaches out to you in      
appreciation and thanks for your fellowship in The Gospel and my prayer for 
you all is that you might hear the greeting of  peace by His Risen presence and 
know the wonder of  His perfect love casting out every fear. 

 

With love and Prayers, Leo. 
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Worship & Prayer Around The Circuit 
 

Due to the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in,                    
The Stamford & Rutland Circuit is offering                                                 

Worship and Prayers as per below.  
 

Daily Evening Prayers video – 7pm each day 
 
If you wish to join with others around the circuit (and, indeed, elsewhere!) in evening    
prayers, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to 
join. 
If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube recording of 
the prayers by email. 
                 

                Sunday worship at 10.30am 
You are welcome to watch and share in Sunday worship each week during the days of         
restrictions placed upon us in response to the coronavirus. 
To access worship in this way, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire        
Facebook page and ask to join. 
If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube recording of 
the service by email. 
 
Andy 
 
********************************************************************************************** 

Morning and evening prayer at 8am and 8pm - 
 
Following the Worship Book order and readings from the daily lectionary in the Prayer 
Handbook. If you need copies please let me know 
 
An invitation to join me also in prayer and reflection at 11am on a  
Wednesday morning with resources circulating by e-mail and post. 
 
Ruth 
 
*************************************************************************

Services of Worship - 
 
Are  being prepared each week and distributed to the Oakham, Uppingham and Empingham 
Congregations by email, post or by hand.  
 
If anyone else would like a copy please email Leo at lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk  
or by phone 01572 720721. 
 
Leo 
 
************************************************************************* 
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Continued... 

When I am hurting, 
Enfold me in your arms of love 

Which once were stretched wide on the cross; 
  

When I am deeply distressed, 
Remind me of Calvary 

And that you have been there too. 
  

Most of all, Lord 
May I remember your pledge 

That you and I walk this journey together –  

And you will never leave me. 

 “Poetry,Prose, Praise” : Kaleidoscope Quiet Morning 

 

Thirteen of us met at Ashbrook, First Drift, Wothorpe on 15th February to spend a couple 
of hours on the Kaleidoscope Quiet Morning. The weather was atrocious but the feeling 
inside was warm and comforting as we settled down with coffee to spend time together. 
After listening to the music track “Ten Thousand Reasons” we began by Jean leading us in 
a calming “stilling down” exercise which led into a short Bible reading, Luke 18:15-17. 

 

Judith read “The Dance”, a profound and moving meditation by Hilary Faith Jones then 
an hour was spent with space to do whatever we felt drawn to. There were activities for us 
to quietly partake in: story cubes, magnet letters, colouring, many books to browse 
through and a prayer tree to offer prayers.  
 
We then came together as some read their contributions of poetry and reflections which 
we all enjoyed and found thought provoking.  

 

As the session drew to a close we all sang “Let Love Be Real” and listened to Katherine 
Jenkins singing “A Gaelic Blessing” which was a wonderful way to end a morning of 
peace, relaxation and friendship. 

mailto:lionel.osborn@methodist.org.uk
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A reflection for Passiontide 

SUFFERING 
  

‘They spat on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  After 
they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.  Then they led 
him away to be crucified.’ 

Matthew 27: 30 – 31 

Suffering God, 

You came to your world in Christ –  

Seeing the wracking pain in suffering humanity, 

Touching, caring, healing, 

You came and showed us the way to wholeness. 
  

Divine love and understanding 
Wrapped in human flesh, 

Living and breathing, 

Thinking and feeling.  
  

And in that feeling 
Is the key to unlock 

The way of pain 

And find release. 
  

That key lies in the fact 
Of Your suffering, 

Ironically, 

At the hands of those  

For whom you came. 
  

Misunderstood by many, 
Your humility, haunting the hierarchy, 

You paid the penalty 

For living life in its fullness. 
 

Scorned, stripped,  
Battered, bruised 

Whipped, wounded, 

Crucified – conqueror. 

 

Suffering God in Christ, 
  

When I experience pain, 
Hold me in your nail scarred hands 

And remind me that you know the depth of pain; 
Continued... 
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OBITUARY 

 

The Reverend John William Ansley 

 

John William Ansley was the eldest of six sons born to Jessie and William 

Ansley on 14th May 1934.  John grew up in the industrial Yorkshire town of 

Rotherham amid the mines which had provided work for generations of his 

family.  John’s father had been injured in a mining accident and his         

paternal grandfather had been killed in another such accident.  John and 

his brothers grew up with their father vowing that none of them should ever 

become colliers. 

 

John was a regular attender at Eastwood View Methodist Church in the 

Dearne Valley Circuit.  It was there that he gained a love of Scripture and 

was seasoned in the traditional Methodist worship which moulded and 

shaped his personal faith in Christ.  John taught in the Sunday School there 

in his teenage years alongside Shirley Plant with whom he fell in love and a 

strong relationship began. 

 

John went to Rotherham Grammar School leaving to take up employment 

at the Steel, Peech and Tozer Steel Works, Rotherham.  Beginning as an 

Accounts Clerk, he rose to become Chief Accounts Clerk and P. A. to the 

Managing Director such was the recognition of his ability and                 

trustworthiness.   

 

Whilst working at the Steel Works John sensed a call to preach.  Studying 

avidly, he was Fully Accredited in the Dearne Valley Circuit alongside 

Shirley Plant.   A further call of God came to ordained ministry and he was 

accepted for pre-ordination training at Richmond College in 1958. 

 

John was a dedicated and thorough Theological Student excelling in    

ministry practice placements especially.  Ever the ‘people person’, John 

was a caring and able pastor seeing the need to offer spiritual care often 

alongside meeting practical need.  He took delight in a ministry placement 

at Hinde Street Mission, London, although he didn’t relish the long walk 

back to Richmond on the occasions when he missed the last bus! 

 

On completing his initial training for ministry John and Shirley were married 

at Eastwood View Methodist Church on 14th August 1958. 
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OBITUARY 

 

The Reverend John William Ansley 

Continued... 

John served in the following circuits: 

 

Pocklington, East Nigeria District, Adodia Circuit (West Nigeria), Ossett &   

Horbury, Staines & Feltham, London Mission (Broomwood & Clapham) 

where he was also Chaplain to Wandsworth Prison, Kettering & Corby, 

Worthing, Clacton-on-Sea. 

 

John and Shirley were supportive, loving and caring parents to Stephen 

(born in 1962) and David (born in 1969). 

 

John and Shirley went to serve in Nigeria with Stephen as a babe in arms.  

Whilst in Nigeria the political situation grew steadily worse leading to the    

Biafran War which broke out in 1966.  Shirley and Stephen were sent back to 

the safety of home in Britain whilst John remained, determined to complete 

his stationing appointment and becoming one of the last civilians to leave 

the country just as the borders were closing. 

 

Serving the remainder of his ministry in the home stations, John was a        

dedicated pastor and supportive colleague wherever he was sent.  It was a 

devastating blow when Shirley was diagnosed with Early Onset Dementia.  

John became her carer whilst also continuing his ministry, rising to the        

challenge with characteristic love and devotion. 

 

Shirley died in 1990 at the age of 56 and John carried on in circuit ministry 

until he was given permission to sit down in 1999 (the term ‘retire’ never      

entered into John’s thoroughly Methodist mind!)  

 

Moving to Oakham in the Stamford & Rutland Circuit to be equidistant     

between his sons in London and Leeds, John continued his ministry as a   

pastor.  It was not unusual for a Pastoral Visitor to call on someone in need 

and hear the words, ‘Oh, John’s already been.’  Never pushing his way     

forward in pastoral situations, John was always keen to be a supportive 

friend and colleague to the local minister in pastoral charge (never the 

presbyter for John!)  John’s pastoral response was simply a mark of his     

character, the character of a natural pastor. 
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Pray without ceasing April 2020                                                                                                                      

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                  
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Bourne Chapel 

4.   Deepings Church 

5.   Rev Leo Osborn in his “Sitting Down” 

6.   Empingham Chapel 

7.   Ketton Chapel 

8.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

9.   Oakham Church 

10. Ryhall Chapel 

11. Rev William Booker 

12. Rev William Booker 

13. Those who use our premises on Mondays 

14. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays 

15. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays 

16. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

17. ** 

18. Thurlby Chapel 

19. Uppingham Church 

20. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker 

21. Barn Hill Church 

22. ** 

23. Those who use our premises on Thursdays 

24. Those who use our premises on Fridays 

25. Those who use our premises on Saturday 

26. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

27. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker 

28. ** 

29. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

30. Circuit Officers 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or    
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 
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OBITUARY 

 

The Reverend John William Ansley 

Continued... 

Continuing with his preaching ministry, john was always well prepared and 

more than acceptable as a presence in any pulpit.  He maintained his style 

as an ‘old school Methodist’ to the end. 

 

He enjoyed giving of his time and abilities in various ways at Oakham Meth-

odist Church, but his chief concern was to enable and encourage support 

for the Leprosy Mission, a charity close to his heart since his time in Africa.   

 

At John’s thanksgiving service we sang hymns which he had chosen; 

among them the words of Isaac Watts which offer the best tribute of all: 

 

I’ll praise Him while He lends me breath, 

And when my voice is lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler pow’rs; 

My days of praise shall ne’er be past, 

While life and thought and being last, 

Or immortality endures. 

John died in the 86th year of his age and the 62nd year of his ministry. 

Pancakes and Coffee 
  

Another successful morning at Bourne saw 70 
people come to enjoy pancakes                        

(with a variety of delicious toppings)                   
and coffee served in the hall.   

Just over £140 was made for church funds.                                                    
Thank you  to all who contributed to this event. 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Stamford's “Sunflower Appeal” for an Ultrasound Scanner for                                  
Nixon Memorial Hospital, Sierra Leone. 

 

Since 2009 Stamford Methodist Church has been supporting       
Nixon Memorial Hospital in Segbwema, Sierra Leone which was           
devastated by the civil war.  We have now raised over £50,000. 
Most of this money has supported their daily operations, and                
following the Ebola outbreak a number of our Church Members 
sponsored the training of a number of new nurses. Segbwema is 
in one of the poorest regions of one of the poorest countries in the world. 
 
The Ebola outbreak had tragic and direct consequences but also highlighted the    
persistent fragility of healthcare structures across Sierra Leone of which Nixon    
Hospital was not exempt.  The "Friends of Nixon" in the UK continues to support 
the hospital's development with a focus on community health work, training,         
education and infrastructure support. 

 
    

On Mission Sunday in October  2019, Dr. Rob    
Burnie, the Chairman of  'Friends of Nixon' visited 
Stamford Methodist Church and updated us on the 
continued development at the hospital.  We felt 
called to go beyond providing our regular financial 
support for the hospital's daily operational needs.  
We reviewed a number of proposed enhancement 
projects with Dr. Burnie and decided to carry out 
an appeal for support from church members and 
friends to purchase an Ultrasound Scanner for 
their ante-natal department.  

The number of women dying or suffering long term health          

problems as a result of complications in pregnancy or child birth in 

Sierra Leone remains among the highest in the world.      

                                                               

 Improvements to the care women receive during their pregnancy 

can impact upon both their outcomes and those of their children.  

Basic ultrasound scanning is a key component of maternity care 

and is not available at the hospital.  

This is something they have never had, but which we take for granted.  
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Special Donation envelopes (with yellow labels) 
are available in Stamford Methodist Church.            
Sponsorship templates are also available from         
Conan Lewis and Roger Ing.   

Bank transfers or cheques can be made to: 

Stamford Methodist Church Mission           
Account 

Acct nr 65386646   sort code : 08-92-99 

Please mark donations “Ultrasound appeal” 

Accurate dating of a pregnancy through ultrasound      
enables correct decisions to be made regarding the      
timing of interventions in pregnancy and can also enable 
women to prepare to attend hospital at the appropriate 
time for a safe delivery.  
 

Our target is to reach £10,000 by our next Mission     
Sunday (October 25th). With current restrictions due to 
coronavirus this is now not going to be as easy to raise, 
especially if you would be looking to plan a fundraising 
activity which involves getting people together - but let's 
see how resourceful we can be.  We are adopting the 
sunflower as a symbol of sunshine and hope for those  

much less fortunate than ourselves. Why not plant some sunflowers in your garden 

and watch them grow as our Appeal grows. 

We are appealing to as many people as possible to help us reach 
this target.   Can you can help ? 

 

 You could give directly (don’t forget to Gift Aid) .... or perhaps 

 save a little every week and bring on Mission Sunday  

 make something to sell 

 sell something you no longer need 

 do a sponsored event  

 hold a coffee morning, garden tea party 

 use a talent 

 

          Use the opportunity to tell your friends, your neighbours or your        
 colleagues why you are doing it. 

         Tell them the Good News, while together we help and share God's     
 love in a practical way, with the mothers to-be and their babies in 
 Segbwema. 


