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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

Streamed worship : Sunday 2nd August 2020 
 

Order of Worship Sunday 9th August 2020 at 10.30am 

Preacher: Chris Ballard from Deepings Methodist Church 

Theme: Faith – Will you sink or walk? 

 

[When reading the order of worship on a computer, laptop or smart phone, click on the 

YouTube links to play the hymns.  Remember to turn up the volume!]  

  

Hymn: Happy Day  

https://youtu.be/RF5TdAbZtd0    

 

The greatest day in history  

Death is beaten, You have rescued me  

Sing it out, Jesus is alive  

The empty cross, the empty grave  

Life eternal, You have won the day  

Shout it out, Jesus is alive  

He's alive  

 

Oh, happy day, happy day  

You washed my sin away  

Oh, happy day, happy day  

I'll never be the same  

Forever I am changed  

 

When I stand in that place  

Free at last, meeting face to face  

I am yours, Jesus, You are mine  

Endless joy, perfect peace  

Earthly pain finally will cease  

Celebrate, Jesus is alive  

He's alive  

 

And oh, happy day…  

 

Oh, what a glorious day  

What a glorious way  

That You have saved me  

And oh, what a glorious day  

What a glorious name  

 

And oh, happy day… 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit Pre-recorded Service. I am Chris 

Ballard, a Local Preacher from Deepings Methodist Church. Thank you so much for joining 

https://youtu.be/RF5TdAbZtd0
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me wherever you are and whatever time it is. I pray thanks to God that we can come 

together through the power of technology to worship Him as one body.   

 

I want to start by giving a big thanks to Lisa who is doing the reading for today and 

Rachel who is leading the prayers for others, both from the Deepings Methodist Church. 

I’d also like to thank all of the musicians and singers involved in today’s worship with a 

particular thanks to Peterborough City Praise Band whom I am using a number of their 

songs from July’s City Praise Service.  

 

Let us start with a moment of quiet and then a prayer.  

 

Lord, as we come together in this time of prayer and worship we come in awe and 

wonder to celebrate You, who not only made the world and everything in it but came 

down to be with us, to show us the way and as our first song said, You came and washed 

our sin away. Thanks be to God. A God who lives in us and through us and gives us the 

power and strength to be his Kingdom builders.  Please Lord, build your Kingdom Here…  

  

Hymn: Build Your Kingdom Here  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvy3nGcHEXc    

 

Come set Your rule and reign  

In our hearts again  

Increase in us we pray  

Unveil why we're made  

Come set our hearts ablaze with hope  

Like wildfire in our very souls  

Holy Spirit come invade us now  

 

We are Your Church  

And we need Your power  

In us  

 

We seek Your kingdom first  

We hunger and we thirst  

Refuse to waste our lives  

For You're our joy and prize  

To see the captive hearts released  

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace  

We lay down our lives for Heaven's cause  

 

We are Your church  

And we pray revive  

This earth  

 

 

Build Your kingdom here  

Let the darkness fear  

Show Your mighty hand  

Heal our streets and land  

Set Your church on fire  

Win this nation back  

Change the atmosphere  

Build Your kingdom here  

We pray  

 

Unleash Your kingdom's power  

Reaching the near and far  

No force of hell can stop  

Your beauty changing hearts  

You made us so much more than this  

Awake the kingdom seed in us  

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ  

 

We are Your church  

And we are the hope  

On earth  

 

Build Your kingdom here  

Let the darkness fear  

Show Your mighty hand  

Heal our streets and land  

Set Your church on fire  

Win this nation back  

Change the atmosphere  

Build Your kingdom here  

We pray  

 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvy3nGcHEXc


 

Page | 
3 

 

Prayers of adoration, confession and forgiveness  

Thank you, Lord God, for the opportunity of worship, for the freedom to be amongst your 

family meeting together in your house or virtually, both in the warmth of your embrace.  

Thank you that in worship we can put aside, the uncertainties of this world and rest upon 

the certainties of the Kingdom, for your promises are not changeable as those of a 

politician might be, but immovable and eternal.  

 

Thank you that we can bring to your feet all the hurts and fears that trouble us, and leave 

them there, knowing that your strength and assurance are all that we require.  

Thank you that as we draw near in worship, we are transported from a world of concerns 

and fears, to a place where we can be at peace in your presence, find healing, 

wholeness and refreshment.  

Thank you, Lord God, for the opportunity of worship  

  

Lord God, your love for humankind, present in the beginning of all things, extends 

throughout history and touches even my life.  

Your love sees failings and forgives.  

Your love feels pain and wipes away our tears.  

Your love knows grief, and comforts the sorrowful.  

Your love sees sin and still loves the sinner.  

Forgive us when we fail to live lives that reflect your love.  

Forgive us the many times when we take for granted all that you have done for us.  

Transform us, through your Spirit, and empower us to serve you this day and all days  

Amen  

  

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done;  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Bible reading: Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV)  
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Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 

mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was 

already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was 

against it. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the 

disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 

cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 

afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” 

he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward 

Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 

save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” 

he said, “why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died 

down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 

God.”  

  

Hymn: I raise a hallelujah  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRo7kFl7hBw  

   

I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies  

I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief  

I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody  

I raise a hallelujah, Heaven comes to fight for me  

 

I'm gonna sing, in the middle of the storm  

Louder and louder, you're gonna hear my praises roar  

Up from the ashes, hope will arise  

Death is defeated, the King is alive!  

 

I raise a hallelujah, with everything inside of me  

I raise a hallelujah, I will watch the darkness flee  

I raise a hallelujah, in the middle of the mystery  

I raise a hallelujah, fear you lost your hold on me!  

I'm gonna sing… 

 

Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder)  

Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder)  

Sing a little louder (Sing a little louder)  

Let's sing a little louder (Let's sing a little louder)  

Sing a little louder (In the presence of my enemies)  

Sing a little louder (Louder than the unbelief)  

Sing a little louder (My weapon is a melody)  

Sing a little louder (Heaven comes to fight for me)  

Sing a little louder (In the presence of my enemies)  

Sing a little louder (Louder than the unbelief)  

Sing a little louder (My weapon is a melody)  

Let's sing a little louder (Heaven comes to fight for me)  

Sing a little louder!!  

 

I'm gonna sing… 

Sermon:  

Let us pray:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRo7kFl7hBw
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May the thoughts of our minds and the words of my mouth be pleasing to you, O Lord.   

Amen  

  

This massage taken from Matthew’s Gospel is an amazing glimpse into the life of Jesus 

and of the disciples, so many things we could pick out.   

Today I want to ask you this question, what type of faith do you have? A water walking 

faith or a water sinking faith?  

This all starts with Peter, an amazing character and but one we can probably all relate to 

at different points in his life.   

 

Peter:  

Peter who was an ordinary bloke with a standard job as a fisherman  

Peter who saw something special in Jesus and decided to follow him and leave 

everything he knew  

Peter who was the first to declare that Jesus was the Messiah and Jesus responded by 

saying ‘Blessed are you…for this was revealed…by my Father in heaven’.  

Peter who rebuked Jesus when he predicted his death and then denied knowing him 3 

times  

Peter who had the audacity and faith in Jesus to challenge this ghost like creature, in the 

middle of a storm, to allow him to walk on the water too.   

 

You see we can relate to Peter:  Ordinary person  

Someone who doesn’t necessarily know when to keep his mouth shut  

Something who has good intentions even though he makes the wrong decision from time 

to time.  

Someone who knows he needs to put his trust and his faith in Jesus, because Jesus is the 

Messiah.  

BUT…as we see when Peter starts to walk on water, loses his focus all to easily  

You see Jesus, uses people just like you and me, and Peter is a prime example. Peter put 

his faith in Jesus, and as a result Jesus enabled Peter to walk on water.  

So how can we get that same water walking faith?  

  

When we look at this passage with this idea of us having a water walking or water sinking 

faith what can we see?  

 

Jesus is present whether we know it? – “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid”  

  

It is Peter who challenges Jesus  

Peter wants proof – don’t we?  

Peter is in a middle of a storm – what storms are we facing? Covid19, loss of loved ones, 

loss of freedom, loneliness, scared to venture out etc  

Do we have the courage to say ‘Lord, if it’s you, let me come to you’? Knowing that Jesus 

might say…yes, come to me.   

  

Peter then had the faith to step out of the boat  

Do you have the faith to step out of your boat and be with Jesus?  

Difficulty of life hinders us, gets in our way – what if Peter had started to think about the if’s, 

buts and maybe’s?   

Peter had complete faith in Jesus and just walked – awesome thought  

  

Water sinking faith?  
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Is this where we are?  

Have faith to start to follow Jesus and step out of the boat, but then something gets a bit 

rocky or doesn’t quite go to plan, we lose faith – start to sink  

Life gets in the way, family, friends, jobs.   

Do we lack Faith in ourselves?  

  

Water walking faith?  

Jesus says to Peter “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  

Keep focused on Jesus  

 

The more faith we put in Jesus, the more blessing we will get  

Mathew 21:21 - Jesus says “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can 

you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw 

yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done.  

 

 

Today’s challenge:  

Can we (me included) change our faith from a water sinking faith into a water walking 

faith?  

If every single one of use can put our who trust and faith in Jesus and remain focused on 

him no-matter what happens, imagine what we could do together.   

The devil will try to stop this, life will try and get in the way, even church and people in the 

church can put blockers in your way.   

I have been told by a very committed Christian before ‘miracles do not happen 

anymore’   

 

 

I tell you today:  

Jesus or God, is the same yesterday, today and forever  

Jesus turned water into wine, he walked on water, he healed, he gave people sight, he 

overcame death  

Jesus enabled Peter to walk on water, the disciples to heal the sick and feed 5000 with a 

few loaves and fishes  

I pray that each one of us will have the strength and the courage to say to Jesus ‘if you 

are there, call me and I will come’.   

 

 

I pray that as we step out of the boat whether it be our first time or 100th time, today it will 

be different. We will step out in complete faith and focus on Jesus, allowing the Spirit of 

Jesus to fill us completely, so that we can be used as God’s Kingdom builders.  

Finally, I pray that we will stop putting God and Jesus in a box. We will be open to 

whatever it is that God wants us to do and that many miracles will happen through each 

one of us praying this prayer. At this darkest time let the light of Jesus shine out and let us 

be history makers.   

  

 

 

 

 

Hymn: History Makers  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fupArYT70Os  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fupArYT70Os
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Is it true today that when people pray  

Cloudless skies will break  

Kings and queens will shake  

Yes it's true and I believe it  

I'm living for you  

Is it true today that when people pray  

We'll see dead men rise  

And the blind set free  

Yes it's true and I believe it  

I'm living for you  

 

I'm gonna be a history maker in this land  

I'm gonna be a speaker of truth to all mankind  

I'm gonna stand, I'm gonna run  

Into your arms, into your arms again  

Into your arms, into your arms again  

Well it's true today that when people stand  

With the fire of God, and the truth in hand  

We'll see miracles, we'll see angels sing  

We'll see broken hearts making history  

Yes it's true and I believe it  

We're living for you  

  

I'm gonna be a history maker… 

  

Prayers for others (read by Rachel Hamby, Deepings Methodist Church)  

 

For the health and well-being of our nation,   

that all who are fearful and anxious may be at peace and free from worry;  

 

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

 

For the isolated and house-bound,  

That we may be alert to their needs and care for them in their vulnerability;  

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

 

For our homes and families, our schools and young people and all in any kind of need or 

distress;  

 

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

 

 

For a blessing on our local community,  
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That our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship where all are known and 

cared for;  

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers,  

That through their skill and insights many will be restored to health;  

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

For those who are guiding our nation at this time and shaping policies,  

That they may make wise decisions;  

Lord, hear us  

Lord, graciously hear us  

 

Merciful Father,  

We ask that you accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ  

Amen  

  

Once again, I would like to thank all involved in this service. If you feel moved by the 

service and want to speak to me or our Superintendent Minister Rev Andy Fyall then you 

will find both of our contact details at the end of the video. We are going to finish with a 

favourite song of the Deepings Methodist Church and their worship band, 10000 reasons.   

 

I pray God’s unending blessing over you all as we step out in faith to be the shining light in 

the darkness.   

Amen.  

 

Hymn: 10,000 Reasons   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2M58JuV-FU  

   

Bless the Lord oh my soul, 

Oh my soul,  

Worship His Holy name.  

Sing like never before  

Oh my soul,  

I'll worship Your Holy name. 

  

The sun comes up  

It's a new day dawning  

It's time to sing Your song again  

Whatever may pass  

And whatever lies before me  

Let me be singing  

When the evening comes  

Bless the Lord oh my soul…  

 

You're rich in love  

And You're slow to anger  

Your name is great  

And Your heart is kind  

For all Your goodness  

I will keep on singing  

Ten thousand reasons  

For my heart to find  

Bless the Lord …  

 

And on that day  

When my strength is failing  

The end draws near  

And my time has come  

Still my soul will  

Sing Your praise unending  

Ten thousand years  

And then forevermore  

Bless the Lord… 

 

Prayer contact Rev’d Andy Fyall: 01780 762282 or email: andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o2M58JuV-FU
mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk

