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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 

Order of Worship :Sunday 20th June 2021 led by Phil Jones, Circuit Mission Enabler 

 

 

 

Hymn 

Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

Hear us as we sing: 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

The high renown, the eternal name. 

 

Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

Power and majesty concealing 

By your humble birth: 

Yours the glory... 

 

Suffering servant, scorned, ill - treated, 

Victim crucified! 

Death is through the cross defeated, 

Sinners justified: 

Yours the glory... 

 

Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

High in heaven above! 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

Stifle hymns of love: 

Yours the glory... 

 

So, our hearts and voices raising 

Through the ages long, 

Ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

This shall be our song: 

Yours the glory... 

Michael Saward (born 1932) 
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Opening Prayer 

 

Lord, today we recall your faithfulness. 

Thank you that you walk with us every day that you are with us always. 

We proclaim that your promises are true and your goodness and love never fail. 

 

In this moment we come to you and lay our lives before you. 

May we honour, worship and adore you with every fibre of our being. 

Father, we proclaim that you are the Holy One, the Lord God Almighty, who was and is 

and is to come. Your beauty and majesty are beyond compare. 

On this day we join with all those who worship and confess you as Lord, from generations 

past and present, and with all the angels that sing in heaven of your greatness and 

splendour.  Amen. 

 

Confession 

God of healing, God of wholeness, we bring our brokenness, 

our sinfulness, our fears and despair, 

and lay them at your feet. 

 

God of healing, God of wholeness, we hold out hearts and hands, 

minds and souls to feel your touch, 

and know the peace that only you can bring. 

 

God of healing, God of wholeness, 

this precious moment in your presence and power 

grant us faith and confidence that here broken lives are made whole. Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament reading – I Samuel 17 

Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They 

pitched camp at EphesDammim, between Sokoh and Azekah. Saul and the Israelites 

assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the 

Philistines. The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley 

between them. 

A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His 

height was six cubits and a span.  He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat 

of scale armour of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; on his legs he wore bronze 

greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back.  His spear shaft was like a weaver’s 

rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 

Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for 

battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and 

have him come down to me.  If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your 

subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.”  

Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight 

each other.”  On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed 

and terrified. 

Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, 

as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle 

positions, shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing 

each other. David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the battle lines and 

asked his brothers how they were. As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine 
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champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and 

David heard it. Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 

 

Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He 

comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great wealth to the man who kills him. He will 

also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 

David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this 

Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he 

should defy the armies of the living God?” They repeated to him what they had been 

saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 

When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with 

anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down here? And with whom did you 

leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked 

your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.”  “Now what have I done?” said 

David. “Can’t I even speak?”  He then turned away to someone else and brought up the 

same matter, and the men answered him as before.  What David said was overheard 

and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 

David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go 

and fight him.” Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight 

him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or 

a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,  I went after it, struck it and rescued 

the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 

Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like 

one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who rescued 

me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this 

Philistine.”  Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 

Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armour on him and a bronze 

helmet on his head. David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, 

because he was not used to them.  “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am 

not used to them.” So he took them off. Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five 

smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his 

sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 

David. He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with 

health and handsome, and he despised him.  He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you 

come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. “Come here,” he 

said, “and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 

come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, 

whom you have defied. This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you 

down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to 

the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 

All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for 

the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to 

meet him. Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the 

Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the 

ground. 
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So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand 

he struck down the Philistine and killed him.  David ran and stood over him. He took hold 

of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head 

with the sword. 

 

A Thought on David and Goliath 

Sorry to inflict a violent image on you (but then it is a violent story essentially!) but I’ve 

often wondered why – having despatched the giant with the sling and stone that David 

felt the need to chop off Goliath’s head.  We hear in the Bible that the stone did the trick 

(as it were) but still he used the sword to sever Mr Goliath’s noggin. 

There may well be two reasons – one if about parading a victory; often the severed head 

(or other body bits) were paraded to show victory had been won.  But that’s another 

sermon so let’s leave that for now! 

The other reason could be that – humanly speaking – David needed to be sure that 

Goliath was really dead.  You know those movies where the killer can never be fully 

despatched and always turns up later in the heroine’s kitchen!  Well, so here – the end 

need to be properly the end of Goliath. 

Adrian Plass tells a story where a friend of his had a partner who travelled on the train to 

London each day.  As she did, she met up with a man who gradually day by day shared 

conversation with her on the journey.  After a while she began to realise that she was 

really looking forward to meeting this man each day and that maybe she was starting to 

have feelings for him.  Bravely she put this scenario before her husband whose sage-like 

advice was simply this: “Darling, change trains”! 

Jesus said “if you eye causes you to sin pluck it out” and other pretty violent images.  

Sometimes we need to act decisively in our own lives that we may finish with a particular 

issue or sin.  Cut the head off the giant! 

 

Song 

For this purpose Christ was revealed 

To destroy all the works 

Of the Evil One 

Christ in us has overcome 

So with gladness we sing 

And welcome His kingdom in 

 

Over sin He has conquered (Men) 

Hallelujah, He has conquered (Women) 

Over death victorious (Men) 

Hallelujah, victorious (Women) 

Over sickness He has triumphed (Men) 

Hallelujah, He has triumphed (Women) 

Jesus reigns over all! (All) 

 

In the name of Jesus we stand 

By the power of His blood 

We now claim this ground 

Satan has no authority here 

Powers of darkness must flee 

For Christ has the victory 

Graham Kendrick  © 1985 Thankyou Music 
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The Gospel    Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 

Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were 

also other boats with him.  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, 

so that it was nearly swamped.  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples 

woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died 

down and it was completely calm.  He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do 

you still have no faith?”  They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the 

wind and the waves obey him!” 

 

Song 

Faithful one, so unchanging 

Ageless one, you’re my rock of peace 

Lord of all I depend on you 

I call out to you, again and again 

I call out to you, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 

You lift me up when I fall down 

All through the storm 

Your love is, the anchor 

My hope is in you alone 

Brian Doerksen 

 

Thought on Mark 4 

The storm on the lake produces great fear in the disciples much as the merry men of Israel 

quaked at the sight of Goliath.  This was not a question of “manning up” or being braver.  

This is a real situation they are facing and they call on the one who has authority.  The 

remark at the end of the evening is not “whew, what a storm that was!” but “Who is this 

who has such control even over the wind and the waves?” They are pointed away from 

their strength to his power.  And that's the way in the gospel, in Jesus’ kingdom – not by 

might, not by strength but by your power O Lord” 

 

Intercessions 

In this time of continued restriction, we pray for: 

 Businesses affected by restriction of the flow of business 

 People desperate to reconnect with wide friend and family 

 Those concerned about how this is affecting their mental health 

 Those who are lonely 

 These with power – particularly those who have been meeting at the G7 summit – 

that all resources including medical ones may be fairly shared 

 Our churches as they seek to return to “incarnational” worship 

 Any other person uppermost in our minds at this time. 

 Ourselves that God may give us his strength this week for the things we face. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, 

And put your armour on, 

Strong in the strength which God supplies 

Thro' his eternal Son. 

Strong in the Lord of hosts, 

And in his mighty pow'r, 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 

Is more than conqueror. 

 

Stand then in his great might, 

With all his strength endued; 

But take, to arm you for the fight, 

The panoply of God. 

Leave no unguarded place, 

No weakness of the soul; 

Take ev'ry virtue, ev'ry grace, 

And fortify the whole. 

 

To keep your armour bright, 

Attend with constant care; 

Still walking in your Captain's sight, 

And watching unto prayer. 

From strength to strength go on; 

Wrestle and fight and pray; 

Tread all the pow'rs of darkness down, 

And win the well-fought day. 

 


