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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist          
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of 
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit. 

Articles for the March Circuit Newsletter should be sent to the Circuit Office no later than 
Tuesday 4th February 2020. 
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STAMFORD 

The Well-Opening times-Wednesday, 

Thursday, Friday 10am - 3pm  

Light refreshments and Fair Trade Sales 

Twinkle Tots 

Wednesday mornings 10-11.30,  

Term time only   

Toys, crafts stories and song. 

Wednesday Fellowship 

2.30pm A varied programme. 

Everyone welcome 

Second Helpings- 

A ‘Pay as You Feel’ Cafe  

Every Saturday 12noon-2pm  

 

EMPINGHAM 

Post Office-Every Monday 2pm - 4pm. 

Refreshments & Second-hand Books for 

Sale. 

Community Office facilities available 

 

 KETTON 

Darby & Joan Club meet 2.30pm  

2nd & 4th Thursday of each month, 

March to November 

Wide variety of speakers and outings 

New members welcome 

Soup Lunches  

Third Wednesday most months 

 12.00-1.15 p.m. 

Fair Trade Sales  

 

THURLBY 

Lunch Club -Tuesdays: 12.15-2pm 

Three course meal served each week, for 

retired people. Good Food and               

companionship 

Craft & Chat Group -Wednesdays at 

10am-12 noon (alternate weeks) 

Thurlby Toddlers -Thursdays at          

9.15am-11am 

Coffee break Prayer time -Fridays at 

10am-11am 
 

 

 

 

UPPINGHAM 

3C’S (coffee, cake & chat) 

1st Monday 10am-12noon There is no 

charge for this, just the offer of             

hospitality, and friendship. 

Coffee at the Crossroads 

Every Friday 10am—11.30 am Monies 

raised for various charitable causes 

Men’s Breakfast -2nd Saturday  8.00am 

Café Church every 2nd  Sunday of the 

month at 5pm 

Methodarts Arts Group for all ages/

abilities,   

 Thursday 9.30am 
 

OAKHAM 

Saturday coffee mornings 

10am-12 noon-Dates to be confirmed. 

Monies raised are donated to different 

charities 

Serving Fair-trade drinks  

 

BOURNE 

Cheeky Chimps -Mondays at          

9.30am-11am (term time only) 

Coffee morning -Thursdays & Saturdays 

at 9.30am-12noon 

Lunches at 12noon on Thursdays 

 

DEEPINGS 

Lunch Box -Tuesdays at 12noon 

Ladies Fellowship -Thursdays at 2.15pm 

Tots at Ten -Fridays at 10am 

Prayer group -Saturdays at 9am 

1st Saturday of the month: 10am Coffee 
 

 

RYHALL 

Coffee, Cake & Chat -10am-12noon 

First Thursday of each month 
 

Drop-ins etc. 
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Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the March 2020 newsletter no later than Tuesday 4th      
February 2020, including Prayers for the Prayer page from Church Stewards 

(anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 

CONNECTING FAITH AND CULTURE: REV’D DR MARTYN ATKINS 

 

38 of us met at Stamford Methodist Church to look at how we as Christians engage with 
society in the 21st Century. Martyn led us first through the Historical Context of           
Evangelism and Mission. We talked about what it is like for a new person to walk into 
church and compared it to us walking into a cinema of Bikers. We were then asked to look 
at who influenced us and how they did this, how we felt and what they said to us.  

 

We looked at the Cultural Context and the growth in the West of secularlisation since the 
Second World War. There was a significant growth between 1960 and 2000 and even    
faster growth since 2000. The growth in negativity towards Christianity is due to a number 
of factors. For Example: The decline in small churches and the need for mobility to reach 
larger town and city churches, Sunday Trading, the age of instant gratification, If I don’t 
find what I am looking for, I will move on, Pick and Mix, try it and see if you like it.    
People don’t accept the picture of God, laying down laws but in an Emergency may ask 
for help. We are all secular people but with a Christian overlay and must adapt to this 
change in culture to bring people in. It often takes three years to sow the seed and do this. 
Sometimes people try it for three years or if they are returning it may take them three 
years or longer. Jesus spent three years with his disciples. 

 

In the afternoon we looked at better ways of being and making Disciples. Here are some 
thoughts:- 

 “Being comes before doing” What people see is better than what they hear 
 “ Lives and lips are in agreement” 
 “We do not talk about great things, we live them” 
 “Being human is as significant as being a Christian” 
 “Being vulnerable is as good as being strong” 
 “Being real is often better than being right” 
 “Listening usually comes before speaking, being heard is important” 
 “Being close is better than being distant” 
 Travelling together is as important as arriving together” 

  

We spent a great deal of time during and since thinking about these words but Martyn also 
gave us a great deal of information about words in Philosophy and Publications. For more 
information tapes are available from the Circuit. 

P. Moverley 
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Everyone, 

 

I have a lovely daughter and this year, for Christmas, she bought me a book by the            
comedian Richard Ayoade, simply entitled “Ayoade on Top”.  The book is largely based 
around Ayoade’s impressions of a film made in 2003, called “View from the top”, starring 
Gwyneth Paltrow.  Now let’s be fair to this film, and just say….well….. It isn’t art, that’s 
about all I can say about it, having specially bought a copy just so I could know what his 
book was on about.  It’s the story of a young girl’s dream of becoming a flight attendant 
(what I used to call an air hostess!)  As I say, the film isn’t very convincing and pretty badly 
acted, and not that funny (even the bits with Mike Myers) and if I hadn’t had the book by 
my side, I would probably have turned it off before getting half way through. 

But when you read Ayoade opining about this “great movie”, you get a whole different     
perspective on the film.  To be fair, I think Mr Ayoade’s comic arsenal of sarcasm, irony and 
just sheer craziness shows that he understands the true nature of the film, but he is          
completely and decidedly upbeat throughout and, if you like, gives the film a chance and 
even possibly a new lease of life. 

I think it was last year that as one of my resolutions I decided to stop myself if I ever         
became critical in either thought or word about something or someone else.  And boy, was it 
a salutary reminder of the kind of person I had become!  Just like you don’t realise how 
much you’ll miss sweets until you give them up (not that I would know anything about 
that!), I began to understand how judgmental and harshly critical I could easily become.  
My daughter Abby is completely the opposite of this and always has a positive word and 
response to any given person or situation.  If I make an unkind comment about somebody’s 
dress or appearance, she’ll just say “oh, I think they look fun like that!”  Or I may become 
cynical about politics or even the church, Abby will rejoin with a comment about giving 
people a chance or seeing beneath the surface.  Hey, now I realise why she bought me the 
book by Ayoade!  Give Dad the message that he should revisit his resolution to look on   
people and situations with an upbeat and positive perspective.  It is said of Jesus “that he 
knew what was in a man”, ie that he could see into the heart, but this didn’t make him     
cynical or sarcastic.  In fact, he loved being around people and seeing what they could      
become, and trusting his father to make a difference in people’s lives.  Jesus was not naive, 
but he trusted that people could change and perhaps what society thought was something to 
disregard, he held in esteem. 

So go on! I dare you - buy a copy of the DVD “View from the Top” and try and extol its   
virtues, few though they be.  But more importantly use this New Year to look at things and 
people in a wholesome and kindly way. 

 

Phil Jones, Circuit Mission Enabler 
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Pray without ceasing February 2020                                                                                                                   
 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                      
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Thurlby Chapel 

4.   Uppingham Church 

5.   Rev Leo Osborn and his wife Charlotte 

6.   Barn Hill Church 

7.   Bourne Chapel 

8.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

9.   Deepings Church 

10. Those who use our premises on Mondays 

11. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays 

12. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays 

13. Rev William Booker 

14. Empingham Chapel 

15. Ketton Chapel 

16. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler 

17. Oakham Church 

18. Ryhall Chapel 

19. ** 

20. Those who use our premises on Thursdays 

21. Those who use our premises on Fridays 

22. Those who use our premises on Saturday 

23. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

24. ** 

25. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker 

26. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker 

27. ** 

28. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

29. Circuit Officers 

 

 

 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or   
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 
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Oakham 
We pray that the new probationary will join our team of wonderful leaders. Pray for the 
people in Australia who are fighting with the fires, and for the people who are struggling 
with the floods. Also out prayers go to the people who are helping to save our lands 
 
Stamford 
We congratulate Maz Roberts who, in January, became a fully accredited local preacher and 
pray for her and all the local preachers in the circuit who support our ministers by taking 
Sunday services. 
We give thanks for Revd Maureen Jones and all those who helped her raise £1,800 at 
Christmas, from the sponsorship of dolls she made, for facilities for pupils with special 
needs at Irindiro School in Kenya.  
We give thanks for the work of all at Second Helpings who gave their Christmas Day to 
provide a turkey lunch and gifts for 100 people who would otherwise have had a lonely or 
impoverished meal at home. 
We pray for those in our congregation who have recently suffered the sudden loss of a    
family member and those who are unwell. 
Pray for plans for a mission in 2020 to be led by Rev’d Steve Wild 
Pray for the Worship Concert on Sat 20th June to be led by Chris Bowater, a longstanding 
church leader and musician. 
Give thanks for all those who work with children and young people in, and on behalf of, the 
church. 
 
Thurlby 
We pray for all who have begun the new year with ill health. May they soon recover. 
Plough Sunday was celebrated in Thurlby recently. We pray for the farmers who still have 
waterlogged fields and are unable to lift crops or plant new ones. 
 

Uppingham 

We have several members who are in hospital and unwell for whom we offer prayers.. 
Rosemary Greengrass in LOROS in Leicester. 
Falls involving Jean Gill, Jean Lattimore and Dorothy Buckby  
Pray for our Team Preaching Lent when Uppingham preachers will be leading worship each 
Sunday based on the theme ‘the six faces of Lent’ 
 

Circuit 
Pray for Sarah Lamb’s father who has been in in York Hospital since September, for Sarah’s 
mum following surgery on her foot, and for Sarah and the family at this worrying time. 
Thank God for the ways in which every church engaged with people in their communities in 
different ways during Christmas.  
Pray about appropriate ways to continue in our mission and outreach. 
Give thanks for the appointment of Rev’d Bekkie Wright to serve the Stamford Circuit as 
Probationer Minister from September 2020. Bekkie will have pastoral charge of the        
Rutland Water Section of the circuit as well as continuing her studies towards ordination. 
Pray for Leo Osborn as he prepares to ‘sit down’ this summer after a long and fruitful       
ministry, and for Charlotte as she discerns the next steps for her ministry as an Anglican 
Parish Priest. 
Pray for the folk who worshipped at Somerby Methodist Church as the circuit goes through 
the process of selling the chapel. 
 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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Bourne 
We pray for all those who have been affected by the devastating bush fires in                  
Australia. For those who have lost everything, and for the firefighters who put their lives at 
risk in order to help others.  Many here will have relatives or friends who will have         
suffered, but we know that God’s love will support and surround them all.  
We pray for the housebound, the lonely, and the bereaved that they too will find comfort in 
God’s love. 
We pray that amidst the trouble and strife in our world today that peace will eventually    
triumph especially in the Middle East. 
 
Deepings 
Give thanks for the children and young people connected with the church. Ask that we 
might continue to support and be a blessing to them and that we will be guided as we seek 
to build ties with parents and the wider families. 
Thanks too for our involvement, through Churches Together, in the Open the Book project. 
Pray for all those involved and that their work might continue to be effective and well        
received. 
 
Empingham 

Please pray for all our new members, and we thank God for all the encouragement and new 
enthusiasm this has given us, we thank God for signs of growth.  
Prayers for those who are unwell at this time especially David Baines. 
 
Ketton 
A very Happy New Year to all our friends around the Circuit and our thanks to all who 
have led us in Worship or supported our events over the past year. 
We remember in prayer friends who have been bereaved in the past month; those facing 
difficult health issues and for one of our members who has who has moved into a Care 
home. May each of them find the comfort and peace they need at this difficult time. 
We pray for the dreadful situation in Australia, for the bush fires which ravage that       
country....for all the fire fighters; folk who have lost their homes and for many who have 
lost their lives.  
We especially remember the Downes family in N.S.W. as they deal with Lucy’s on going 
chemotherapy, as well as this worrying situation.  
Pray for our links with the community in various ways, especially though outreach in the 
school and through chapel events 
Pray for Rev’d Olwen Woolcock, who begins her ministry as House for Duty Priest for 
Ketton & Tinwell Anglican Parishes on 28th March 2020 
God be with all we have prayed for. 
 
Ryhall 
Lord God thank you for the joy that we have shared over the Christmas season 
Thank you for friends and family 
Thank you for our neighbours 
We pray for the spirit of new beginnings for the fresh year 
That we can tell of our joy in covenant with God 
That we can be a haven of peace for those who are seeking rest 
We pray for those who find these cold months such a struggle 
We pray that young and old, rich and poor, the haves and have nots 
Can learn to share and preserve the riches of this wonderful world 
Which our loving God put into our stewardship 
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News from 

                 The Methodist Church 

February 2020 
 

Fires in Australia: Methodist President and Vice-President write to        
President of the Uniting Church in Australia 

The President and Vice-President of the Methodist Conference have written to Dr 
Dierdre Palmer, President of the Uniting Church in Australia, concerning the wild 
fires that continue to burn across the country.  
Dear Dr Palmer,   
We have been deeply saddened to hear of the severity and extent of fires that are destroying 
so much of your beautiful country, with loss of life, property and much of the rich wildlife 
for which Australia is renowned. We know that you have little prospect of things improving 
until the rains come and we want to assure you of our love and prayers as you live through 
the challenges of the next weeks.   
Across the world we are waking up to our shared responsibility for Creation and the delicate 
balance of the environment.  Whilst we hold you in prayer, we also acknowledge, with you 
the active leadership we all need to call our societies to repent and live differently. The 
young people of the Methodist Church in Britain are a prophetic voice to us and our next 
Youth President will take up the green agenda as her manifesto during her Presidential year 
2020-21. We know the young people of the Uniting Church are also a voice for change and 
we must follow their lead in radical and urgent action. We know that you called for such  
action in your Christmas message.   
We are also aware that across the globe climate change is putting many vulnerable         
communities more at risk. We know that this is particularly the case for the island           
communities of the South Pacific and this leads to increased refugee migration. Across     
Europe we are also concerned for the plight of displaced people and are often needing to 
challenge a hostile environment at home. We pray that we can all offer a voice of               
acceptance and hospitality and witness the love of God to strangers. We know this isn’t      
always easy, especially when we all have our own challenges to face.  
Although there are many miles between us, we want to assure you of the closeness of our 
love and solidarity. We pray that you will know the love of God in Christ Jesus from which 
nothing in all Creation can separate us.       
  
Yours sincerely, 
The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson  President of the Methodist Conference 2019/2020 
Professor Clive Marsh Vice-President of the Methodist Conference 2019/2020 

Here are some extracts from Dr Palmer's response to the President and                     
Vice-President's letter. 

    “The community response from across Australia and from our global partners has been 
remarkable. We have witnessed great acts of courage, compassion and sacrificial service. 
Uniting Church congregations, chaplains and individual members are involved on the 
ground in responding in pastoral support and practical acts of hospitality.  
    We are strengthened by our solidarity in community, our love and compassion toward our 
neighbours, and our resolve to walk alongside one another in our grief, and in our efforts to 
rebuild and bring restoration to people’s lives. 
    We join with you in prayer and passionate commitment to work together to address our 
climate crisis, to work for climate justice, for the healing  and renewal of  our Earth, and a 
world in which  all people and all creatures can flourish.” 
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News from 

                 The Methodist Church 

A Prayer for Australia 
Creator God, who has made the earth in intricate beauty and balance 
We pray for the people of Australia, of all heritage and traditions, who are fighting the   
widespread  fires that are threatening people, property and wildlife in that beautiful land 
We are mindful of those who are directly threatened as the flames run out of control 
And of those who cannot breathe or move because of the smoke and fumes 
And those who are worried for relatives and friends 
We thank you for the tireless efforts of those who are helping and for the kindness of    
neighbours, chaplains and friends 
Stir us, to action so that we can change the way we live in relation to the planet 
Bring us to our senses and to a new reverence for all you have made 
Merciful God, hear our prayers 

A poem for a new year 
 

Years turn their page 
Patiently the author 

Writes fresh dreams long- hand 
On the scrumpled sheets of lives 

Quill or fountain pen or comic sans 
The story comes to light 

Word writes words 
Erasing life’s blots and scribbles 

The future pulls in her skirts 
Rounds the corner  
To dance or teeter 
With reckless hope 

Who knows, only a Holy Spirit sketches 
Such lines, such movements, such faith! 

The Revd Barbara Glasson 

Encounters 

Victoria Methodist Church, Bristol  

Image: Christ Stripped by Mark Cazalet 
 
Victoria Methodist Church recently held an exhibition by                                                 
artist Mark Cazalet depicting Christ’s last walk.                                                                      
‘Encounters: Walking the Fractured City', placed Christ's                                                      
last walk around London.  
 
On the 15 small canvases, Cazalet represented the incidents                                                   
said to have taken place on Christ's final journey, setting                                                       
each episode in 'corners' or 'untidy places' that are well                                                          
known to him. A trail that begins under the Westway, takes                                                   
in a footbridge over the Grand Union Canal, the Penguin                                                         
Pool at London Zoo and Kensal Green Cemetery. He seeks                                                            
to show, in his words, how 'injustice, betrayal, judgement,                                                                     
suffering, redemption and love become visible in our midst, in our time'. 

Continued... 
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Christmas Tree Festival 

 After a break in 2018, Bourne Methodist Church’s Christmas Tree Festival was 
once again a major feature in the town’s “Christmas Weekend” at the beginning 
of December, when the lights were officially switched on. As in previous years 
the church was adorned with lots of brightly decorated trees, the majority of 
which had been provided by local schools, Care Homes and charities. In the 
church hall the sale of cards and Christmas themed crafts was well received as 
was the corner for children to come and make decorations. Plenty refreshments 
were available and this was all topped off with a Praise Service on the Sunday 
afternoon.   

A total of £1,300 was raised for church funds and St. Barnabas Hospice at 
Home. 

 

S. Streets 

Stamford Prison Fellowship – Angel Tree Fund 

 We were able to send presents to 60 children of prisoners at Stocken Prison.  

Thank you very much for all the generous donations and to those who helped to 
wrap the presents and post them off (2019) 

 
Maurice Wade, Stamford 

********************************************************************************************** 

29.02.2020

REIMAGINE:

Everyone an Evangelist

Hosted by Irthlingborough Methodist Church, College St, 

Irthlingborough, Northants NN9 5TU 

For further details –

contact Phil Jones
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                                 TALK    
1. Challenge 

    Pray for families/friends who don’t know JESUS 

 

                                                                2. Conversations                             
                           Change lives                                         

3. Ambassadors 

 Shine our light                                                                                                                    

                                                     4. Our Story 

                                                                      Share, Ask, Listen.  

                                                                      What Difference GOD has made  

              

    5.   God’s Story                                                                                        
             The heart of the TALK JESUS course.                                                                  

               Join God’s dots from CREATION..FALL..THE CROSS.. “HOPE” 

               TRUST. BE READY 

 

                                             6. Go on Talking Jesus  

                                                                 Ask GOD to give you an  

                                                                 opening 

                                                                 Encourage, help each other.       

                           Invite. The rest is up to GOD. 

           Relax. Let GOD’S holy spirit do             

    the work                   

                                        

JESUS   
These are the steps along the “TALK JESUS” course. Which were studied by 

the Tuesday Bible Study Group at SMC. We shared the challenge with deep 

enthusiasm.      

                                                                                                                                                  

Bill Newbery 
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News from 

                 The Methodist Church 

Continued... 

On describing his work, Cazalet says: 
"My work has always been centred in colour; colour as a spatial, emotional and formal     
understanding. Whatever the representational or abstract motif might be the subject matter 
has always been a profound joy in mixing and organising colour relationships. I am, it 
seems, unable to simply begin making without inspiration from a place or event, normally 
explored through drawing." 
 
Cazalet is a prolific painter and print-maker, mosaic and stained glass artist who has          
undertaken many diverse commissions, especially in ecclesiastical settings. He is               
represented by the Beardsmore Gallery in north London and frequently exhibits in major 
national and international shows.  

Finding joy through memory worship - Wesley Methodist 

Church, Leigh-on-Sea 
A new ministry has been set up for those with dementia and their carers. Memory         
Worship, at Wesley Methodist Church in Leigh-on-Sea, can be a channel for recalling the 
past, creating feelings for comfort, familiarity and spiritual fulfilment. 
Anyone can attend who wishes to approach and praise God and feel His caring presence 
together. Music is an important key to memory and a familiar constant in Memory        
Worship. 
The monthly programme, designed around the Christian festivals, uses a consistent and 
informed group of community volunteers and covers topics such as ‘In God we praise’, 
‘In God we find joy’ and ‘In God we celebrate’. 
Craft and music are important parts of the event: creative skills can be retained and even 
new ones learned by people living with dementia. The worship also provides a free and 
safe opportunity for carers to share experiences. 
The Revd Julia Monaghan said: “At Memory Worship we believe in a God who accepts us 
and meets us where we are today." 

 

News from the Methodist Church is currently compiled by Rev Andy Fyall 
I am still waiting to hear from someone out there who would 

like to    compile News from the Methodist Church?  If you read this request please tell 

Andy whether or not you feel you can help. Please contact Andy. 
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Highlights from the District Executive-December 2019 

 The DE are to work on a Job Description and person Specification for a Schools Worker. 
A District application for a connexional grant will be prepared. 

 Interviews for the Overstone Community Chaplain’s post will be held in the Spring 

 All Circuits are encouraged to sign up to ‘Inclusive Church’                                      
https://www.inclusive-church.org  

 DE agreed a budget for ACTS 29 2020 

 Advertisements have gone out for the District Green Champion and the District Social 
Media Champion. The latter is to support churches and circuits with their own websites 

 A District archivist is still being sought 

 Rev’d Andrew Farringdon has volunteered to become the Lead District Ecumenical      
Officer. This will be confirmed at Synod. Thanks were expressed for the work Rev’d 
Andy Fyall has done in this role. 

 Rev’d Richard Atkinson has expressed an interest in the Rural Affairs post as Rev’d Brian 
Kennard wishes to step down. 

 Michael Wadsworth is the new Learning Network officer 

  Peter Holdridge from the Leicester Trinity Circuit has agreed to be the District Inspector 
for Church and Circuit Accounts. This will be brought to the next Synod 

 

 Some concern was expressed about the Benevolence Fund. The sole income for which 
comes from donations when a District Officer preaches somewhere in the District (not 
travel expenses). The fund is used by the Chair for discretionary grants. Please can 
churches and circuits be aware of this tradition. 

 The District Prayer Handbook is valued and will continue to be produced, both           
electronically and in printed form. Churches are requested to inform the District Office as 
to the number of printed copies they need in advance. 

 The Chair, two ordained women and two lay women are to accompany the Bishop of 
Loughborough to Trichy (see District Mission Plan) 

 The future President and Vice-President of Conference will be visiting the District in May 
2021, with a focus on rural affairs. 

 The Rev’d Dawn Saunders has been appointed to the Chair of the Channel Islands        
District. The DE wished her well in her new role. 

 All stationing vacancies have been matched. Two probationer appointments will follow. 

 The Marriage and Relationships consultations have been well attended. At Synod there 
will be debate and a vote on each Provisional Resolution. 

 The Foundation Module (Safeguarding) is to be replaced in January 2020 and all trainers 
will be re-trained this Spring. 

 Concern was expressed about the number of churches letting their premises without     
considering the Safeguarding aspect. Please can all churches ensure that Safeguarding is 
included in the contract as well as activity risk assessments. 
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Kaleidoscope Quiet Morning 

 

Saturday 15th February 2020  

“Poetry,Prose, Praise”. 

at Ashbrook, First Drift, Wothorpe, PE9 3JL 

9.15am (coffee) for 9.30am start – 11.30am 

 

Join us for a time of reflection, space to just “be” and a time to meet with God.  
We have a short time of worship together then take advantage of the 

space to do whatever we wish. There are various materials for reading, writing and craft 
available and a large garden to wander in.  

Please feel free to bring anything related to the theme of the day eg a poem, 
music, prose etc, but this is not essential.  

All are welcome to share with us in a peaceful morning together. 
 

To book your place please phone Linda Bosworth 01572 823965  

For directions contact Beryl Teasdale 01780 481574 

“O Come Let Us Adore Him….” 

 

During the past few years I have had the privilege to lead the short Sunday 

afternoon service at Whitefriars once a month on a rota with Jenny Whatley, 

and Marjorie Darke as accompanying pianist.  There are many residents 

with dementia and the environment is quite a challenging one sometimes. 

This particular Sunday was one with lots of interruptions and background 

noise of pop music. It was proving altogether difficult. There were only a half 

a dozen folk gathered in our little corner of the lounge to join in our worship. 

I had decided to include three carols as it was our last visit to Whitefriars    

before Christmas. 

A lady well known to us came and sat at one of the tables across the 

lounge as we neared the end of our service. She suffers badly from            

dementia and only responds with a smile, never able to communicate in 

any other way and seems to sleep most of the time. It was the final carol    

“O Come All Ye Faithful” and amidst all the hustle and bustle going on I 

looked across and saw her raise her hands in praise and sing the chorus     

“O Come Let Us Adore Him…..Christ the Lord”. What a blessing it was to see 

that happen and know she had remembered and responded and was able 

to praise God along with us. 

 

Beryl Teasdale 

https://www.inclusive-church.org
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Marriage & Relationships – Circuit Conversation 
 
You will be aware that the Methodist Conference meeting in the summer of 2020 will be 
making decisions about the nature of marriage and relationships as the Church now under-
stands them. 
The decisions will arise out of country wide discussions based on the Conference Report, 
God in Love Unites Us, and the recommendations listed at the end of the report. 
 
We will be having the discussion for our circuit on  

 
Saturday 8th February from 10am – 12noon                                                  
at Empingham Methodist Church. 

 
Please make every effort to be there and share your reflections and thoughts from your 
reading of the report.  Copies are still available at the Circuit Office if you haven’t seen 
one yet. 
 
The conversation will be guided by the Rev’d Dr Langley Mackrell-Hey, Superintendent 
minister of the Peterborough Circuit with Rev’d David Parkes serving as a chaplain for the 
morning. 
 
Please come along and share your thoughts in this supportive and prayerful setting.  
Should you prefer not to speak in public, there will be the opportunity for you to write 
your thoughts and leave them anonymously. 
 
Following the conversation, the Circuit representatives to Synod will gather to review the 
feedback and prepare to vote on the matters in hand on behalf of the circuit. 
 
Please keep the matters in hand and the whole process in your prayers as we seek the mind 
and heart of God together. 
 
Thank you.  Andy 

Date for your diary 
 

The Rev’d Canon Leo Osborn has served the Stamford Circuit since 2015 and we will 
miss his wisdom, care, prayerfulness, challenge and inspiration when he leaves at Easter 
for his well-deserved sabbatical prior to sitting down at the end of the Connexional Year. 
 
There is to be a ‘farewell service’ at which we will pray for Leo and Charlotte as they 
move on to pastures and ministries new. 
 
Please save the date of the service: 
 

Sunday 29th March 2020 at 6pm at Oakham Methodist Church 
 
Leo has been an advocate for ecumenism both in this circuit and his preceding ministry. It 
is, therefore, a delight and privilege to welcome the Rt Rev’d Donald Allister, Bishop of 
Peterborough, as our guest preacher on that occasion. 
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Friends 
A reflection 

 
What is a friend?  I will tell you. 

It is a person with whom you dare to be yourself. 
Your soul can be naked with a friend. 

A friend seems to ask of you to put on nothing, only to be what you are. 
A friend does not want you to be better or worse. 

When you are with a friend, you feel as a prisoner feels 
Who has been declared innocent. 

You do not have to be on your guard. 
You can say what you think, so long as it is genuinely you. 

A friend understands those contradictions in your nature 
That lead others to misjudge you. 

With a friend you can breathe freely. 
You can avow your little vanities and envies and hates and vicious sparks, 

Your meannesses and absurdities and, 
In opening them up to a friend, they are lost, 

Dissolved on the white ocean of loyalty. 
A friend understands. 

You do not have to be careful. 
A friend?  What is a friend? 

Just one, I repeat, with whom you dare to be yourself. 
 

A. Fyall 

Stamford Churches Together Christian Aid Lent Lunches 

At the URC Hall, Broad Street, Stamford 

Fridays 12.30 -1-30 pm 

28th February, 6,13,20, 27th March and 3rd April. 

Soup, bread and cheese, and drinks. 

All profit goes to Christian Aid 

Everyone is welcome 

Stamford Concert Singers  

Friday 3rd April 

At 

Bourne Methodist Church 

7.30pm  

Contact Richard Bailey for Ticket, or pay on the door. 
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Date Time Event Venue 

Monthly:    

Second 
Tues 

8.30am Circuit Staff Meeting Various 

Third Wed 10.30am Circuit Holy Communion Service Empingham 

  FEBRUARY 2020  

Mon 3rd 7pm Circuit Leadership Team meeting 5 Frognall 

Sat 8th 10am-12noon 
Marriage & Relationships                        

Circuit Conversation 
(see page 12 for details) 

Empingham Methodist 
Church 

Sat 8th 7.30pm 

‘The Significance of Beauty’ An exploration 
of a journey through cancer in dramatic 

movement and poetry.                           
(profits shared between cancer MacMillan 

Cancer Care and Stamford Methodist 
Church charities). 

Stamford Methodist 
Church 

Tues 11th 8.30am Circuit Staff Meeting  

Tues 11th 7pm 
Circuit Lay Workers’                              

Management Committee 
Bourne Manse 

Sat 15th 
9.30am-
11.30am 

Kaleidoscope Quiet Morning 
“Poetry, Prose, Praise” 

 Ashbrook First Drift 
Wothorpe, PE9 3JL 

Mon 17th 7.45pm Stamford Church Council Meeting 
Stamford Methodist 

Church 

Wed 19th 2pm Ketton Church Council Meeting 
Ketton Methodist 

Church 

Wed 19th 2.30pm Oakham Pastoral Committee 
Oakham Methodist 

Church 

Wed 19th 7pm Circuit Meeting  Empingham 

Sat 22nd 9.30am-12noon Pancakes & Coffee 
Bourne Methodist 

Church 

Sat 22nd 10am-12noon Ketton’s famous annual pancake morning 
Ketton Methodist 

Church 

Sat 22nd 2pm Second Helpings AGM 
Stamford Methodist 

Church 

Tues 25th 7.30pm Oakham Church Council 
Oakham Methodist 

Church 

Wed 26th 10.30am Ash Wednesday. Circuit Holy Communion Empingham 

Wed 26th 7.30pm Circuit Safeguarding Officers’ Meeting  TBC 

Fri 28th 12.30-1.30pm Christian Aid Lent Lunch URC Hall, Stamford 

  MARCH 2020  

Tues 3rd 2pm Pastoral Visitors Meeting Stamford 

Fri 6th 12.30-1.30pm Christian Aid Lent Lunch URC Hall, Stamford 

Tues 10th 8.30am Circuit Staff Meeting  

Wed 11th 10.30am Circuit Holy Communion Service Empingham 

STAMFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT CALENDAR  
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Taketime Training Day 

Friday March 20th, 9.30 – 4.00 

At Stamford Methodist Church 

Cost - £27.54, inclusive of lunch. 

Book in advance through:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/taketime-training-day-tickets-88663770725  

Out of over a thousand Christian websites and Apps competing for the 2019 Premier 

Digital Awards, Taketime was voted second in awards for making an impression on the 

public. 

TAKETIME MEDITATIONS use imagination to provide a calm space in which to 

meet God. Anyone can use them anywhere. A problem when we try to meditate is   

staying focussed. These meditations use imagination to construct a backdrop to help 

with that focus. They are each based on an episode in the gospels, but no religious 

knowledge is required.  

At the heart of Taketime is an imagined encounter with the Jesus of the Bible where 

we are invited to step into an episode from the Gospels and imagine a conversation 

with him. You do not need any religious knowledge for this to be of great value -  for 

some it is simply a very relaxing exercise. For others, however, it may begin or renew a 

personal spiritual journey. Some people regularly use the meditations for devotion. 

The meditations are on the Taketime website (taketime.org.uk). Use them alone or in a 

group setting. This day's training is particularly to learn how to use them for a group, 

but it will also be helpful for learning how to use them alone. There are only 24 places, 

so book asap!                  

                                       Questions? - contact Rev William Booker. 

Fri 13th 12.30-1.30pm Christian Aid Lent Lunch URC Hall, Stamford 

Mon 16th 7pm 
Circuit Worship Leaders’ and Preachers’ 

Meeting 
Empingham 

Thurs 19th 2pm Local Church Treasurers’ ‘Shares’ Meeting Empingham 

Fri 20th 10am-onwards 
Taketime Training Day (details available 

from Rev William Booker). 
Stamford Methodist 

Church 

Fri 20th 12.30-1.30pm Christian Aid Lent Lunch URC Hall, Stamford 

Tues 24th 7.30pm Stamford Churches Together Forum  
Stamford Methodist 

Church 

Wed 25th 2.30-4pm 
Circuit Afternoon Tea for Supernumerary 

Ministers and Ministers’ Widow(er)s 
Empingham  

Fri 27th 12.30-1.30pm Christian Aid Lent Lunch URC Hall, Stamford 

Sat 28th 4pm 
Licensing Service for Rev’d Olwen 

Woolcock as Priest in Charge for Ketton  
and Tinwell Parishes 

Ketton Parish Church 

Sun 29th 6pm 
Circuit Farewell Service for Rev’d Canon 
Leo Osborn. Guest Preacher: RT Rev’d 

Donald Allister, Bishop of Peterborough. 

Oakham Methodist 
Church 

STAMFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT CALENDAR 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/taketime-training-day-tickets-88663770725

