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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 
Order of Worship : Sunday 24th January 2021 at 10:30am 

Led by Rev’d Bekkie Wright, Probationer Minister for the Stamford Methodist Circuit 
 

Youtube Link: https://youtu.be/FygmbM3dmtY 
 

Theme: Leaving the Nets 
[When reading the order of worship on a computer, laptop or smart phone, click on the YouTube links to 

play the hymns. Remember to turn up the volume!] 
 

Welcome  
Welcome to morning worship for the Stamford Methodist Circuit on Sunday 24th January 2021.  The theme 
for this morning is “leaving the nets”.  As you may have guessed from that, we will be using Mark’s story of 
the calling of the first four disciples Simon, Andrew, James and John, to explore how we respond to God’s 
call to us.  In his gospel, Mark tells us that, at the time Jesus called, the four men were all busy at their 
work as fishermen but something in Jesus’ call made them stop, drop everything and begin a journey which 
changed both their lives and also our lives today. 
 
Call to Worship 
The Lord called the disciples to be fishers of people. 
He calls us to follow him, to trust in, rely on and have confidence in him.  
Come, let us cast our nets into his waters and offer ourselves in worship and praise. 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Singing the Faith 64 – Hosanna! Praise is Rising 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioL62cqH3iM 
Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You 
We turn to You 
Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You 
We long for You 
 
[Chorus] 
When we see You 
We find strength to face the day 
In Your presence all our fears 
Are washed away, washed away 
 
Hosanna, Hosanna 
You are the God who saves us 
Worthy of all our praises 
 
Hosanna, Hosanna 
Come have Your way among us 
We welcome You here, Lord Jesus 
 
Hear the sound of hearts returning to You 
We turn to You 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioL62cqH3iM
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In Your kingdom broken lives are made new 
You make us new 
[Chorus] 
 
 
Reading: Psalm 8  
Read by Anne McAlpine, Local Preacher and member at Uppingham. 
 
O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    mortals that you care for them? 

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
Prayer of Adoration  
Mega wonder and nano wonder, 
star maps and atoms, 
deserts and water drops – 
your creation unfolds a beauty 
that stirs our beings 
beyond words 
and, like a kaleidoscope of wonder, 
dances in our souls. 
And we praise you.  

In many and various ways 
we touch wonder, 
shaped by your imagination, 
loved by your hands, 
named by your desire, 
in all things that reflect your glory, 
that bears your imprint, 
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and sustains our living. 
And we praise you.  

So, God who painted sunsets and signed them, 
God who flung stars across space and named them, 
God who tucked heaven into crumbs of bread and shared them, 
God who placed a thousand expressions into every face and loved them, 
God who etched a billion fingerprints and knows each one, 
God who took a handful of dust and breathed a human shape, 
in all the wonder that fills our universe 
we find you, our God. 
And we praise you. 
Amen.  

 
Thought: In our praise today we see our God, who out of nothing but the depth of his love, created us and 
our world.  We are wonderfully and fearfully made.  Made on purpose and not left to our own devices but 
known by our creator God who wishes nothing but the best for us.  We are placed in a world where we are 
brought into community with each other.  We are given the opportunity to show God to one another, to be 
companions for each other in our discipleship and to find the wholeness of holiness as we live lives in 
connection with God and each other.  It’s exciting and it’s beautiful.  But how much attention do we 
actually pay to it all and how much do we get focussed on our own lives, our own work, our own troubles 
and our own needs? 
 
Video: Pay Attention Emily Brown by Linda Burton 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9x_PFd1J_0 
Our next video is a children’s story which forms a part of our time of self-reflection and confession.  It’s a 
story “Pay Attention Emily Brown” by Linda Burton.  As you listen to it, imagine the voice is that of God 
speaking to you.  When are the times that you get distracted and focus on things other than God? 
 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Jesus is good news for all people. 
Yet our lives are marred by sin.  
 
We offer our confession, trusting in God’s love. 
We have sinned against you, Lord. 
We have faltered – instead of following you. 
We have hesitated – instead of following you. 
We have resisted – instead of following you. 
We have turned away – instead of following you. 
We have ignored – instead of following you. 
Have mercy upon us. 
Forgive us, restore us, heal us; 
and release us to follow you. 
 
God is compassionate and faithful. God in his love never turns away from us.  Our sins are forgiven we are 
right with God again. Amen 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9x_PFd1J_0
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Hymn: Singing the Faith 545 – Be Thou My Vision  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Optrm7lF16s&list=RD2zr9SMm1glI&index=12 
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 
 
Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven's joys, O bright Heaven's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 
Reading: Mark 1:14-20 
Read by Anne McAlpine, Local Preacher and member at Uppingham. 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Optrm7lF16s&list=RD2zr9SMm1glI&index=12
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Sermon 
The image which is used in the sermon is taken from https://blog.parkrun.com/uk/2018/04/03/parkrun-
profile-rutland-water/ 
 
 

 
 
 
Some of you worshipping this morning will recognise this image.  It is a photograph of Normanton Church 
which overlooks Rutland Water; the human made reservoir at the centre of the county.  As the probationer 
minister for the Rutland Methodist Churches, Rutland Water has now become part of my identity just as it 
is part of the identity of Rutland.   
 
Before moving to the area last year, I did a Google search on Rutland and found that this image appeared 
over and over again. Hundreds of photographs at different angles, different seasons and different times of 
day.  Used on a variety of websites from the area. Anyone who wants to highlight their connection with 
Rutland in their advertising and information seems to use an image like this.  It is iconic. 
 
Pippa Madgwick, the Rector of Empingham, introduced me to the actual Church last September.  With a 
mind filled with these stunning images, I was in awe of the place and fell in love immediately.  In fact, if 
ever I don’t answer the telephone or seem to have vanished then (when it is legal and safe to be there) this 
is where you are likely to find me.  Sitting at the edge of the headland, with the church behind me and 
looking out over the water. 
 
When I look at this photograph and as I sit by the church, I see several pictures within it.  The first is a 
picture of power and hope: the church seems to be standing on the edge of the waters, almost holding 
them back.  Along with that is a sense of defiance; the water will not consume this church.  Another picture 
is one of beauty and peace as church and water stand together.  The church is reflected in the water which 
suggests a unity between the two; I can see God’s church and God’s creation standing as one.   
 
The third picture is one of great sadness and loss.  Rutland Water was created in the 1970’s, by damming 
two local valleys and then pumping in the water from the River Nene and the River Welland.  Today, it is a 
source of pride for the local community, a place of beauty, exercise, recreation and peace, but there was a 
cost in its creation.  The villages of Nether Hambleton and Middle Hambleton had to be destroyed to make 
way for the water.  As I have explored the history of the area, I have found myself moved by the stories of 

https://blog.parkrun.com/uk/2018/04/03/parkrun-profile-rutland-water/
https://blog.parkrun.com/uk/2018/04/03/parkrun-profile-rutland-water/
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those whose homes were destroyed and who were forced to move off land which for some had been in 
their families for centuries.   The church itself was a victim to the rising water as half of it was submerged 
and what we see and use is only the top half of the original building.   
 
So within this one picture, in this one location I see an image of strength, beauty and hope combined with 
an image of isolation and loss; a mourning over what the water has consumed. 
 
You can probably see how our reading today immediately connected with my thoughts of Normanton 
Church overlooking Rutland Water.  The four disciples are right at the water’s edge, Simon and Andrew are 
casting their nets into the water and James and John are sat in their boat, mending their nets.  If you sit 
and take some time to imagine the scene you can probably hear the water lapping against the shore and 
against the side of the boat.  If you look up you can see the distant shore on the other side with water 
stretching out in front of you.  In this scene with the disciples, we see a point where humanity and creation 
connect.  The disciples are skilled fishermen, they have the right tools and skills to make a living from the 
water.  This is the environment that they are connected to, the water they are familiar with; their existence 
and survival depends on it.  God’s people and God’s creation stand as one. 
 
And then Jesus walks into this scene and he calls.  For these four men, the call isn’t just a call to repent and 
believe because the Kingdom of God is near, which is the message we are told that Jesus is giving now that 
his ministry has started.  Instead, this is a call to leave the water, leave the familiar, to drop the tools of the 
trade, to transfer their trust from their tools, their skills and the environment and to place it all in Jesus.  
Because there is something new, something bigger which God wants them to do.   
 
As I imagine the scene, I see Jesus arriving along the path by the water’s edge.  The fishermen are looking 
outwards at the water, but Jesus’ voice comes from behind them and in order to follow him they have to 
turn 180 degrees, turning their back on the water and instead facing the land.  Their eyes are now focussed 
on Jesus and not on the water.  They are outside of their comfort zone, outside of what they are familiar 
with and if they are going to move forwards then they need to do so in trust that God is with them.   
 
This the call, to step away from the familiar into a world that we are not used, to is the call which has come 
to us in the last 12 months.  And, for some of us, this call may have been coming for even longer than that.   
 
Our churches stand like Normanton Church does.  As Normanton looks out over the water so we look out 
over our communities.  We know those communities; we have a place, a purpose and a role within them.  
We have the gift of hope to give to them, the defiance which shows the world that God is there and cannot 
be ignored, we have the beauty of fellowship and companionship with each other. We also carry the losses 
of our communities.  We live there, we know the pains and the difficulties and the weaknesses and at 
times we mourn with them.  There is a unity between our churches and our communities. 
 
But Covid has changed and at times weakened all of that.  Our churches are closed, rightly so, but even 
when they are open again, the way that we use the building, and the way that we worship has changed. 
 
And so, we stand as the disciples at the edge of the water.  For some of us we continue to use our tools 
from the shore as best as we can, supporting our communities and supporting each other.  For some we sit 
in the boat and mend the tools getting them ready for when we can begin to use them again.  For some we 
have become overwhelmed and we have already put down the nets as we sit staring out over the water 
remembering what was and mourning our loss.   
 
For the disciples these tools were their nets.  For us, they are the systems we have in place to run the 
church, the way we hear about each other’s news and the news of the community, the groups we hold, the 
way we offer pastoral care, the way we respond to need in the community, the things we do in fellowship 



 

Page | 
7 

together and the way we worship. For us as individuals the tools are the way we connect to God, how we 
read and study the Bible, how and when we pray, how we care for those around us and how we stay in 
connection with each other. 
 
These tools are important, just as the fishermen needed them in order to be fishermen, we need them in 
order to be Christians in connection with our community and with each other.  But there isn’t just one way 
to use them and the problems we encounter come when we are more attached to the tools than to the 
purpose they are helping us achieve.  Jesus’ call was not “Follow me and you will no longer be fishermen” 
instead it was “Follow me and I will make you fish for people”.  The skills you already have, the talent 
hidden inside you, I will help that to grow so that you can do even more than you ever dreamed possible.  
But to do it you need to leave behind your trust in the nets and trust in me. 
 
At this moment out boats are grounded as the churches are closed, nothing can happen in the way it used 
to happen, but our purpose in this world still stands.  Jesus is still calling for us to become fishers of people, 
for us to continue in our discipleship moving closer to God and for us to remain connected with each other.  
Our purpose is the same but the tools we have and the way we achieve that purpose may not be right at 
this time.  Dare we respond to the call, turning 180 degrees so our back is towards the comfort zone of the 
environment we have always known?  Dare we drop the nets we have always used as we step out of the 
boat and see what new ways of doing things are out there?  Dare we put our entire trust in Jesus, rather 
than placing our trust in the way we have always done things, so that we as individuals and as churches can 
become so much more than we ever dreamed possible? 
 
 
Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XyKlYLMidA 
As we begin to work through these questions, exploring what tools we are connected to and whether we 
can and should change I would like to show you a video.  This is a training video on how to cast a fishing 
net, and the technique would have been one similar to that used by Simon and Andrew.  As you watch the 
video, pay attention to the preparation which is needed to get the net ready to throw.  How many steps 
there are in the process to get it ready.  How much concentration is required to prepare the net and how it 
takes the entire focus of the demonstrator.  Look at how holding the net involves her entire body so that 
all of her is concentrated on the process.  Does there come a point when we focus too much on the tools, 
making sure they work efficiently and are not changed, and we do this at the expense of the actual 
purpose that the tools were first created to meet? 
 
 
Hymn: Singing the Faith 407 – Hear the Call of the Kingdom  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65AuT49d1o8 
Hear the call of the kingdom 
Lift your eyes to the King 
Let His song rise within you 
As a fragrant offering 
Of how God rich in mercy 
Came in Christ to redeem 
All who trust in His unfailing grace 
 
Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To be children of light 
With the mercy of heaven 
The humility of Christ 
Walking justly before Him 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XyKlYLMidA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65AuT49d1o8
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Loving all that is right 
That the life of Christ may shine through us 
 
(Chorus) 
King of Heaven we will answer the call 
We will follow bringing hope to the world 
Filled with passion, filled with power to proclaim 
Salvation in Jesus' name 
 
Hear the call of the Kingdom 
To reach out to the lost 
With the Father's compassion 
In the wonder of the cross 
Bringing peace and forgiveness 
And a hope yet to come 
Let the nations put their trust in Him 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Thank you, Creator God, for creation all around us, 
for the peoples of the world and the life that we enjoy. 
We pray for wisdom to use all that we have wisely, 
caring for the planet and for the lives of all people. 
 
Thank you, healing God, for the care we receive 
from all who work in surgeries and hospitals. 
At this time of Covid we think particularly of the doctors, nurses, hospital staff and hospital chaplains who 
are giving everything they have to care for those who are ill. 
We pray for carers, those who support people in their homes and those who work in care homes. We 
thank you for their courage and determination in continuing their work at this time. 
We pray for those who are caring for loved ones at home, who may no longer be receiving times of respite 
and the levels of support they previously had. 
We pray for those in need, for the sick and bereaved, and for those we know who need you at this time. 
 
Thank you, God of connection, that you bring all people of faith together.   
In this week of prayer for Christian Unity We pray for the Church throughout the world. Help us to find 
ways to celebrate each other and share what we have in common.  
We pray for church leaders and for all who are working to bring Christians closer together. We pray that 
they and all of us will always be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
We pray for Christians all over the world, that we may remember that it's God's kingdom we are building, 
not our own.  
We pray that all Christians, but especially all of us here, will have the courage to respond to your call in 
these changed times.  That together we may find a way to remain focussed on our purpose, speaking your 
love into our world so that it may be transformed. 
 
God, as we pray this morning, we bring to you our world.  We ask for your guidance and blessing on the 
new American President Joe Biden and the Vice President Kamala Harris.  We pray as well for our own 
leaders and we ask for your guidance and blessing on the decisions they make on behalf of the country. 
 
God, who we trust with our greatest hopes and fears, 
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hear our prayers, 
those spoken aloud and those made in our hearts, 
and, in your mercy, bring all into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: Singing the Faith 689 – Summoned by the God who Made us  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fM8ZoAKhPw 
Summoned by the God who made us 
rich in our diversity, 
gathered in the name of Jesus, 
richer still in unity: 
 
(Chorus) 
Let us bring the gifts that differ 
and, in splendid, varied ways, 
sing a new church into being 
one in faith and love and praise. 
 
Radiant risen from the water, 
robed in holiness and light, 
male and female in God's image, 
male and female, God's delight: 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Trust the goodness of creation; 
trust the Spirit strong within. 
Dare to dream the vision promised 
sprung from seed of what has been. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Bring the hopes of ev'ry nation; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fM8ZoAKhPw
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bring the art of ev'ry race. 
Weave a song of peace and justice; 
let it sound through time and space. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
Draw together at one table 
all the human family; 
shape a circle ever wider 
and a people ever free. 
 
(Chorus) 
 
 
Sending Out 
Use your time wisely. 
Leave behind those things that weigh you down. 
Face each new day courageously. 
And be blessed in all you do and say. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all 
evermore. Amen. 

 
  


