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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 

Order of Worship :Sunday 16th May 2021 

 
 The power of Prayer.  Led by Sarah Lamb (Stamford Methodist Church CCLI Licence 91977) 
 
Oh Wow! (Awesome God) - Cheeky Pandas - https://vimeo.com/352251435 
 
 
Good morning and welcome to worship online for Stamford Methodist Circuit, my name is Sarah Lamb and I am the Circuit 
Children and Family work enabler and a Student Minster.  It is my privilege to lead this time of worship today, you are most 
welcome where-ever and however you are joining us today. 
 
Many of you will be aware that Stamford Circuit have committed to be part of the Thy Kingdom Come global prayer initiative 
this year.  This is a 10 -day period from Ascension, which was Thursday, until Pentecost, which is next Sunday.  It’s a time when 
we are encouraged to commit to pray daily, for the world, for the coming of God’s kingdom of peace and justice into all nations, 
and specifically we are encouraged to pray for 5 people each day, that they may come to know Jesus for themselves.   
As a circuit we have a series of daily videos called a word in time, and we encourage you to share these with others.  You can 
join on zoom at 12 each day to pray together, and maybe you have made a prayer bracelet to help you pray for 5.  As you see, 
the focus of these ten days is prayer, and so today we are going to think a little about the power of prayer. 
 
 
So let us pray together  (MWB p 39) 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Praise and honour, glory and might, to him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, for ever.  (p53) 
 
Gracious God, as we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
May the light of your presence set our hearts on fire with love for you, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Eternal God and Father, 
You are the source of all life, the fount of all wisdom, the well spring of grace. 
Your days are without end, your loving mercy without number. 
We depend on you: 
And we remember your goodness to us 
And to those who have gone before us. 
 
We tell your story in every generation: 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
God of Sarah, Rebekah and Rachel, 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God of a pilgrim people, your church. 
You are our God, 
Ahead of us, leading us, guiding us and calling us; 
You are the Lord God, 
The all wise, the all compassionate. 
To you we lift up our hearts and worship you, 
One God for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/352251435
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We are going to hear a short message from the former Archbishop of York, John Sentamu.  It was recorded for last years Thy 
Kingdom Come period, and he speaks of the Ascension of Jesus 
Reading; Luke 24:44-53 

44 
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 

the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45 

Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 

46 
and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah

[a]
 is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 
47 

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 

48 
You are witnesses

[b]
 of these things. 

49 
And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in 

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

The Ascension of Jesus 

50 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 

51 
While he was blessing them, he withdrew 

from them and was carried up into heaven.
[c]

 
52 

And they worshiped him, and
[d]

 returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53 

and they 
were continually in the temple blessing God.

[e]
 

 

Video: Ascension Sermon by the Archbishop of York (John Sentamu) - https://vimeo.com/419859233 

 

Sing:Thine be the Glory (Chet Valley) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tjz4yXUJrgU 
 
Thine be the glory 
Risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o'er death hast won 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away 
Kept the folded grave clothes 
Where Thy body lay 
Thine be the glory… 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us 
Risen from the tomb 
Lovingly, He greets us 
Scatters fear and gloom 
Let the church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing 
For her Lord now liveth 
Death hath lost its sting 
Thine be the glory… 
 
No more we doubt Thee 
Glorious Prince of life. 
Life is naught without Thee 
Aid us in our strife 
Make us more than conquerors 
Through Thy deathless love 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above 
Thine is the glory 
Risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o'er death hast won 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26028a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26030b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26033c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26034d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24%3A44-53&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26035e
https://vimeo.com/419859233
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tjz4yXUJrgU
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As I said at the beginning of worship, today we are thinking about the power of prayer.  In our readings we hear of Jesus praying 
for his disciples as he prepares to leave them.  So let’s listen to  

John 17:6-19 

6 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word. 
7 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 
8 

for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 

9 
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 

they are yours. 
10 

All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 

And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one. 

12 
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that

[a]
 you have given me. I 

guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost,
[b]

 so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
13 

But 
now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.

[c]
 
14 

I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. 

15 
I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.

[d]
 
16 

They do not 
belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 

17 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

18 
As you have sent me 

into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19 

And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 

SERMON 

There are four words I want to focus on today, Relationship, protection, Joy and sending.   

In this reading we see Jesus at prayer, for Jesus’ prayer is simply talking with his Father, it’s all about relationship.   

I wonder how often we over complicate prayer; we use big words and poetic language.  There is nothing wrong with this, today I 
used words of prayer written in a book, later we shall say a prayer that has been recited by people for generations.  

 But we must not lose sight that prayer is most simply about our relationship with God.  Just as we might sit and talk with a 
friend, sometimes using words that do not really make sense, and sometimes with no words at all, this is pray when we know 
God as that friend.  So, part of the power of prayer, is that it draws us into a relationship with God, Father Son and Holy Spirit.  
The power of prayer is in the way it unites us, confirms, and strengthens that relationship with God. 

As Jesus prays, he asks his father to protect his followers, this is a powerful image.  I have a bit of habit, whenever I am setting 
off on a long journey, I ask God to put a shield of protection over me, the vehicle and those who are traveling near me.  Now, I 
guess there is a whole debate we could have about that, but essentially what I think I’m asking for isn’t just protection that 
nothing bad will happen on the journey, but rather that God will be with me, whatever happens.  

 As Jesus prays for his disciples, he knows they and we are going to face some difficult times, times of pain and suffering, times 
of loss and grief, times of persecution and hatred, and so he asks God to protect them, to be present with them, to give them 
strength and peace.  This is the power of prayer, as we keep our focus on God, we can trust, believe, and know that He is with 
us, holding, helping, guiding, and protecting.    

There is song which says, “The joy of the Lord is my strength”, Jesus prays that they may have his joy, and that it may be 
complete within them.  The power of prayer is joy.   

This may seem like a difficult thing sometimes, especially when things are hard for whatever reason, but I wonder if you have 
ever experienced that that deep joy of knowing Jesus, that whatever is happening, the joy of knowing you are loved by God.  The 
deep joy that comes through the beauty and wonder of creation, of new life, of love.  This joy is not about happiness, although it 
may be experienced that way, it’s so much more, it’s a contentment, a peace which is found through the relationship with God.  
The power of prayer is joy! 

So far, we have focussed on the power of prayer as something quite personal, but this power is not passive, but active.  God is a 
sending God, God the Father sent his |Son Jesus into the world to make himself known, to be with us in every sense of the word.  
God sent the Holy Spirit that all people may be part of the living presence and activity of God.  And God sends us, every-one who 
believes in his name, we are sent out to so that God, Father Son and Spirit may be known and active in the world.  The power of 
prayer is that we are sent not alone, but in relationship with Father Son and Spirit, to speak and act and respond to the needs of 
the world in love and compassion, with mercy and grace.  The power of prayer is that as we are sent, God’s kingdom is revealed.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26761a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26761b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26762c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A6-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26764d
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Let us continue to reflect on these thoughts as we sing or listen to the song I know that my redeemer lives.  

 (South Cliff Methodist Church)- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gkw-Ll7dWZs 

I know that my Redeemer lives. 

What Joy the blest assurance gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead. 

He lives, my ever-living Head. 

 

He lives to bless me with his love. 

He lives to plead for me above. 

He lives my hungry soul to feed. 

He lives to help in time of need. 

 

 He lives and grants me daily breath. 

He lives, and I shall conquer death. 

He lives my mansion to prepare. 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

He lives! All glory to his name! 

He lives, my Saviour, still the same. 

What joy the blest assurance gives, 

“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

“I know that my Redeemer lives!” 

(Samuel Medley, 1738–1799.) 
 

So prayer is a powerful thing, it changes lives and changes circumstances.  In the reading we hear Jesus praying not only for the 
disciples of the day, but for everyone who will come to know him and follow him, that means he is praying for us.  One of the 
main focus of prayer over these 10 days is to commit to pray daily for 5 people to come to know Jesus.  As we have heard prayer 
is powerful, so we come now to pray: 

Prayers 

Holy and loving God, come close to us now we pray, unite us through the gift of your Holy Spirit, hear the longing of hearts, the 
words of our mouth, and the cry of our spirit as hold the people and places of the world to you.  May your kingdom come, 
transform, revive and heal in your name we pray: 

WE pray for your church, in these times of great change we seek your guidance, wisdom and power.  We pray for the different 
ways through which your love is being made known, send your Holy Spirit Lord, transform, revive and heal it making us a people 
of power in your name, seeking justice, restoring dignity, bringing hope. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all in authority and leadership, local, national and throughout the world.  We pray that each may seek to bring 
healing, justice and peace.  Pour out your Holy Spirit  Lord, transform, revive and heal the nations of the world.  We pray 
particularly for the on going trouble in Israel, our words seem so inadequate, so Father we ask you hear the cry of our hearts for 
peace and reconciliation. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gkw-Ll7dWZs
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We pray for situations closer to home, in our communities.  We pray especially today as tomorrow we enter a new phase of 
stepping out of lockdown.  As cafes, bars and restaurants begin to re-open, as people are allowed to gather in larger numbers, 
and inside each other’s homes, Lord we pray for wisdom, and care.  We pray for all who are so excited by this, and for all who 
are fearful and anxious.  Send your Holy Spirit Lord, transform, revive, and heal our communities, relationships, and businesses. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

We pray for those we know and love, we bring to you those we hold in our hearts today, those who are suffering, those who are 
ill, those who are lonely, those who are afraid.  We pray for those who we have committed to pray for over these days, may they 
come to a living relationship with you.  Send your Holy Spirit Lord, transform, revive and heal. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son our saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

We continue this prayer as we hear the song  “We seek your kingdom” https://vimeo.com/542706951 

WeSeekYourKingdom(Lyrics)NOELROBINSON,ANDYFLANNAGAN,&GRAHAMHUNTER 

 

Weseekyourkingdomthroughouteverysphere 

Welongforheaven’sdemonstrationhere 

Jesusyourlightshinebrightforalltosee 

Transform,revive,andhealsociety 

 
Beforeallthings,inhimwereallthingsmade 

Inspiringculture,media,and trade 

Mayallourworkserveyoureconomy 

Transform,revive,andhealsociety 

 

Peace,truth,andjusticereigningeverywhere 

Withusbepresentinourpublicsquare 

Fillallwholeadwithyourintegrity 

Transform,revive,andhealsociety 

 
ForgiveusLord,whenwehavenotengaged 

Failingtoscribeyourheartonhistory’spage 

Makeusagainwhatweweremadetobe 

Transform,revive,andhealsociety 

 
Faithfultogovernevermaywe be 

Selflessinservice,lovingconstantly 

Ineverythingmayyourauthority 

Transform,revive,andhealsociety 

https://vimeo.com/542706951
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We join members from Stamford Methodist Circuit in the Lord’s 

prayer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKayPdUZM5s 

Our Father Who art in Heaven, Hallowed by thy name,                                                                                                                                
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                                                
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Thank you for joining with us in prayer and worship today, you can join me again this evening for evening prayer via you tube or 
Facebook, or on Online Church.  Don’t forget to listen and share the daily “word in time” videos, you can send us a prayer 
request emailing:    and we would love you to join us in prayer over zoom each day, please send a message to ask for the link 
detail.  Again, please remember to pray for 5, prayer is a powerful thing you know! 

And a blessing 

The Lord gives strength to his people, he is present with us now.  Lord bless us with your peace and fill us with your joy. 

We go out into the world, to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in God’s love, and reflect God’s glory. Amen. 

And Can It Be - https://vimeo.com/418989774 
 
And can it be that I should gain 

An int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! how can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 
He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness Divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKayPdUZM5s
https://vimeo.com/418989774

