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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist          
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of 
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit. 

Could you please send any articles for the November Circuit Newsletter to the below        
address/email address at this time. 
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 6th October 2020. 
Email:admin2322@gmail.com 
Address: Rowan Scholtz  
9 Highfield Close, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8QB 

 Circuit Administrator: Rowan Scholtz 

 admin2322@gmail.com  Tel: 01780 481395 

Rev Andy Fyall  

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282 

andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Bekkie Wright 

2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU 

Tel: 01572 720721  

Bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk 

    Luke Denley Youth Outreach Worker 

94 Caithness Road, Stamford. PE9 2TP   

   yowlukedenley@gmail.com 

Tel:  01780 753084  

Phil Jones- Circuit  Mission Enabler 

5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6 8NX 

Tel:  01778 346389  

pdvjones@hotmail.com 
 

 

Rev William Booker BA 
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist 

Church with pastoral charge of                  
Ryhall Methodist Church 

5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS  

Tel: 01778380195  
Williambooker10@googlemail.com 

Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN 

Tel: 01778 422258   
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk 

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain 

11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG 

Tel:  01780 762282   
 andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com 

Circuit Children and Families Worker-Sarah 
Lamb 

1 Primrose Way Grantham NG31 7GX                          

   Mobile:  O7586357850  

sarah.cfworker@gmail.com 
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Worship & Prayer Around The Circuit  FOR THE WHOLE CIRCUIT:  

 

Details of all services are available on the Circuit website and in the      
Preaching plan. 

 

Due to the unprecedented situation we find ourselves in the Stamford Circuit is offering 
Worship and Prayers as per below.    

 
At Stamford Methodist Church, a short said act of worship at 10.30am each Sunday      
morning.   

 
Daily Evening Prayers video – 7pm each day   
If you wish to join with others around the circuit (and, indeed, elsewhere!) in evening    
prayers, please go to Stamford Methodist Church, Lincolnshire Facebook page and ask to 
join. If you’re not on Facebook, please email Andy and ask to receive the You Tube           
recording of the prayers by email.       

                

FOR THE SOUTH LINCOLNSHIRE SECTION  

 

At Bourne and Thurlby Methodist Churches, a short said act of worship at 10.30am each 
Sunday morning 
 
Morning and evening prayer at 8am and 8pm -     
Following the Worship Book order and readings from the daily lectionary in the Prayer 
Handbook. If you need copies please let me know    
  
An invitation to join me also in prayer and reflection at 11am on a Wednesday morning with 
resources circulating by e-mail and post.    
Ruth   

 

 FOR THE RUTLAND WATER SECTION  

Services of Worship -     

Are being prepared each week and distributed to the Oakham, Uppingham and Empingham 
Congregations by email, post or by hand.     

If you would like a copy please email one of the following: 
Empingham – eandiray@btinternet.com; 
Uppingham – nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk ; 
Oakham - carol.arnold@btinternet.com (October only). 
 

 
FOR RYHALL  

A worship pack is available by contacting the Rev’d William Booker:                                
williambooker10@gmail.com or 01778 380195  

 William  

mailto:eandiray@btinternet.com
mailto:nigelabuckley@tiscali.co.uk
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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends 
 
A former colleague of mine used to pride himself on leading a full service        
including five hymns and Holy Communion in 40-45 minutes!  I wonder what 
the time scale for him would be in these times of shortened worship and no    
singing?  Part of it, I'm sure was down to often using set liturgy, and part of it by 
not using too many words for the sermon.  

 
I remember commenting once on his time scale and mine, to be told it wasn't 
necessarily the length of the sermon, but of the prayers that made mine         
longer...!  No bad thing in my view! 
 

I've been reminded of all of that as we begin to re-open churches for worship in 
a more restricted way - packing everything into 35 minutes a couple of weeks 
ago, and thinking about how we effectively say what needs to be said in a more 
restricted time.  Alongside that watching the latest Coronavirus update and     
getting mildly irritated by the repetitive nature of a lot of what was being 
said.  Not because we hadn't got the message, but because each question,          
regardless of how it was formed, appeared to get a very similar  answer.  My 
third strand of thinking comes from the many conferences and meetings we are 
now needing hold on zoom, and with many being large numbers we are very   
often in a position where we are simply showing agreement (or not!) with a 

raised hand or a thumbs up. 
 
Through the time of lockdown and in recent times as things have begun to ease, 
some people have begun to see where their sharing has been a testimony to     
others.  Sometimes with words, sometimes with actions.  St Francis said that we 
should share the gospel with all, and where necessary to use words.  Often those 
words need only to be a few well chosen ones, rather than needing to 'go around 
the houses' as my gran used to say.  Jesus tells us to let our yes be yes and your 
no be no - to say what we need to say and then stop, for God will do the rest. 
 

So may our words, our prayers, our sharing in a variety of ways really get to the 
heart of the love and grace of God poured out on all - without our humanity    
getting in the way and   complicating things. 
 
Every blessing 
Ruth 
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Dear friends from across the Circuit, 
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you all for the wonderful 
messages, cards and gifts that I have received on moving into the manse. 
  Although I have been running around and have missed so many of you it 

has meant a lot each time I have arrived home to find gifts on the 
doorstep and cards through the letterbox and the answerphone beeping 

with new messages. 
 

As part of my Welcome Service I was asked to commit to holding before 
you “God’s commitment to human community, to our neighbourhoods and all 

who live within them”.  The response I gave, set out in the tradition of 
the Methodist Church, was “I will.  I ask God to help me, and I invite 

you all to join with me in sharing God’s all-embracing love”.  Your love 
towards me has been a vibrant, visible sign of this promise being lived 

out amongst us. God be praised. 
 

I look forward to meeting each one of you (in some way) over the coming 
months. 

 
God’s blessings to you all. 

 
Rev Bekkie Wright 

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembering 
 

Friends, 
 

Unfortunately, the annual Circuit Service of Thanksgiving and 
Remembering, is not able to be a physical service this year. It was 

planned to be held at Oakham on 1st November. 
 

Instead of the service, I will be leading online worship that morning 
which will include a time of thanksgiving and remembrance for our loved 

ones.  I will also be preparing a service sheet for the Rutland churches 
which I am happy to pass on to any circuit churches who would like to 

use it. 
 

During the worship a candle will be lit and you are welcome to light 
your own candles as a part of the worship. 

 
Blessings 

 
Rev Bekkie  
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Pray without Ceasing October 2020                                                                                                                  

 

Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your                      
own concerns. 

 

1.   For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month 

2.   Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew 

3.   Thurlby Chapel 

4.   Uppingham Church 

5.   Rev Ruth Charlesworth 

6.   Those who feel lonely 

7.   Barn Hill Church 

8.   Bourne Chapel 

9.   Rev William Booker 

10.  Deepings Church 

11.  Empingham Chapel 

12. Those who would usually use our premises on Mondays 

13. Those who would usually use our premises on Tuesdays 

14. Those who would usually use our premises on Wednesdays  

15. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister 

16. Ketton Chapel 

17. Oakham Church 

18. Our Supernumerary Ministers & Local Preachers 

19. Those who lead in local and national government 

20. Ryhall Chapel 

21. ** 

22. Those who would usually use our premises on Thursdays 

23. Those who would usually use our premises on Fridays 

24. Those who would usually use our premises on Saturday 

25. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler  

26. For our environment and climate 

27. Luke Denley, Youth Outreach Worker  

28. Sarah Lamb - Children and Families Worker  

29. ** 

30. Circuit Administrator Rowan 

31. Circuit Officers 
 

Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or             
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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JMA (Junior Mission for All) Barn Hill, Stamford 
 

The JMA year ended on the 31
st
 August. I am very grateful to the JMA donors, all 

50 of you, for your faithfulness in giving, right up to the end of the JMA year. 
Thank you to all the collectors and their ‘support teams’. We are looking forward to 

having an Award Service in the not too distance future. 
                                                         

God bless you all, Judith (Wade) JMA Secretary 

Book suggestion 

‘The Hiding Place’ by Corrie Ten Boom 

(The movie is also available on Netflix) 

 

This autobiography tells of a devastating and emotive period in the life of 

Corrie Ten Boom.  Standing naked with her sister Bessie watching a           

concentration camp matron beat a prisoner, Corrie cried out, ‘Oh, the 

poor woman.  ‘Yes, may God forgive her, replied Betsie.  And Corrie          

realised that it was for the souls of the brutal Nazi 

guards that her sister prayed. 

The Hiding Place tells of these Christian women caring 

for their fellow prisoners and showing God’s love in 

amazing and brave ways whilst undergoing horrific 

torture and seeing things that no one should ever     

experience. 

This book is a Christian classic and reminds us of how 

easily we give up on showing God’s love and in so    

doing we dishonour the courage of so many            

persecuted brothers and sisters past and, sadly,       

present. 

Andy Fyall 

Website suggestion:  

www.godtube.com  

If you have ever visited youtube, you, like me, will no doubt have been 

amazed at the variety of videos, songs and entertainment available. 

Now you can visit godtube and find the Christian version!  On this website 

you can find worship songs, contemporary and classical Christian music,    

sermons and much, much more. 

Beware though – it is addictive! 

http://www.godtube.com
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A reflection:  Rest on the Flight to Egypt 

Nicholas Mynheer from the Methodist Modern Art Collection © TMCP, used 

with permission.  

www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection 

 

Take a moment to pause and rest a while. 

Look at the image of the holy family making their way to Egypt. 

They are seeking refuge from imminent danger and the journey is long and 

tiresome. 

Their rest comes in an exposed place, far from anywhere. 

 

What does the image say to you? 

Which person do you identify with most today and why? 

 Mary? 

 Joseph? 

 Jesus? 

 The donkey? 

 

What does the tree mean for you? 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/artcollection
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Virtual Stamford Dog Show 
 
The Stamford Methodist Church's Virtual Stamford Dog Show was a great 
success on Sunday 13th September with a lot of entries flooding in at the last 
minute bringing in a total of 191 photo entries and 43 video entries. Best of 
Friends and Most Adorable Expression were by far the most popular classes and entries 
came in from far and wide, including the black and white poodles from Stamford,           
Connecticut, USA. The Dog Show took place online on Facebook due to the coronavirus 
restrictions leading to us not being able to run it on the Stamford Meadows as usual. 
 
The Show has raised money for this year's Mission Projects charities, Nixon Memorial    
Hospital in Sierra Leone, Hopkins Hospital Almshouses in Stamford and The Mutts Nutts 
Animal Rescue also in Stamford. At the time of going to Press, the Show had raised just 
over £1,000 with a little more to be clarified. 
 
Stamford Methodist Church would like to thank local business sponsors, Stamford            
Veterinary Centre in Great Casterton, Pets Korner and Orchard Windows in Stamford and 
Cookie Box in Bourne. They would also like to give special thanks to private sponsors and 
of course The Judges, which came from the Sponsors, the Church and the Dog Show     
Committee. 
 
Every dog in 3rd, 2nd or 1st place will receive a unique Virtual Stamford Dog Show         
Rosette, Winners in each Class will also receive a bag of dog food, courtesy of Stamford 
Veterinary Centre. Various other prizes will also be presented depending on the Class and 
the sponsor. 
 
A huge WELL DONE to all the entrants - they were ALL winners, and thanks to their     
owners for taking such great photos and videos and mastering the entry on Facebook. 
 
Many people said how much fun it had been and are encouraging us to run another Virtual 
Stamford Dog Show, so 'watch this space'. Stamford Methodist Church hopes that they will 
be able to run the real Dog Show again on The Meadows this time next year. 
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      “Sunflower Appeal”  

Over the weekend of 19/20th September, Andrew Marshall and Conan Lewis           
completed their challenge to raise money for an Ultrasound Scanner for the Maternity 
Unit of the Nixon Memorial Hospital in Sierra Leone, here's their story ... 

Finally the day and the hour has arrived, 5:30am on Saturday 19th       
September and the alarm goes off. A hearty porridge breakfast sees 
us to the start line and a Blessing and a Holding Cross each for our 
journey from Rev Andy Fyall (who had already completed a 15 mile 
bike ride).  

 

Day1 takes us to the east of the Circuit visiting Ryhall, Thurlby, 
Bourne, Deeping and back into Stamford. The welcomes along the 
way and at each of the Churches are a real boost for the completion 

The eastern route is very flat being on the edge of the Fens and 
the constant pace and gait takes its toll on the feet and muscles. 
The last couple of hours are tough and as the sun sets we make 
our way back along the Welland into Stamford. 13 hours and 35 
miles later we are ready for hot baths and a hot dinner - it was 
further and tougher than we'd planned. 

5:30am again - the alarm goes off. Sunday morning. Far too    
early. Can I get out of bed? Can I make it down the stairs?      
Halfway through the challenge, the excitement is still there and 
the day ahead dawns bright and sunny. More porridge, another 
Blessing at Stamford Methodist Church from Rev Andy (who 
again has already done his daily bike ride) and we head off 
through Empingham, Oakham, Uppingham and on to the Finish 
Line in Ketton.  
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for an Ultrasound Scanner for Nixon Memorial Hospital,     
              Sierra Leone. 

It was lovely to meet Rev Bekkie Wright for the first time in         
Empingham and then again in Oakham and again in Uppingham - 
such encouragement.    

 

 

 

 

 

Our families met us at the Finish Line in the dark at Ketton Chapel. 
A small safe gathering, adhering to government social distancing 
guidelines, with a round of applause before being whisked away 
again for hot baths and a hearty supper.  

 

We had achieved our challenge, having visited every Church 
and Chapel in the Circuit, covered a total of 68 miles, met 
some  wonderful people and been supported by so many 

others over Facebook. We slept VERY well on  Sunday night, 
and Monday, and Tuesday! 

There are so many thank you’s to make that we 're bound to forget someone. To Roger Ing for   
following us around for 2 days and keeping us watered, encouraged and photographed; to          
everyone who met us as we journeyed around the Circuit; to our families who supported all the 
hours we put into training walks; to Rev Andy for keeping us entertained and motivated with       
walk-themed songs sent to our phone; to everyone who supplied sugar in so many creative ways 
and of course to everyone who supported our cause financially. At the time of writing, this walk has 
raised £4,000 and, together with the £4,500 already raised, we are almost there to reach the 
£10,000 for the Ultrasound Scanner by the end of a very challenging year. 

If you feel inspired to take a challenge - take the step. Every journey begins with a single step. It 
doesn't have to be physically difficult like ours; Andrew and I are relatively young and still enjoy 
good health. As Christians we are all called to mission, to love one another, to love our neighbours 
as ourselves, to do whatever we can and to walk with Him. We hope we have inspired you to take 
on a challenge, however big or small, and to look out for others more than ourselves. Jesus       
journeyed a lot and often by foot - where will your journey with Him take you? 
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Sights and Sounds  

 

It was on a beautifully sunny afternoon that we found ourselves at Rutland Water, the first 
visit in a long time. We trekked along the shore line and sat for a while near the water’s 
edge – it was all very peaceful. The water was quite choppy as it was breezy and the sound 
of the small waves breaking over the rocks brought back a lot of memories.  

A few years ago we used to live by the sea in Tynemouth in the North East and we regularly 
walked on the beach and along the pier. The sea was part of life and its ever-changing     
landscape was always there, just a few minutes away. Since moving to Stamford we have 
only seen the sea twice at Hunstanton, so it has become less to the fore than in used to be. 

As we sat at Rutland Water, I was suddenly struck by the sound of the waves  lapping on the 
water’s edge and how I had missed hearing that sound. I must admit I found it very         
beautiful and calming and I sat taking it all in for quite a while. Suddenly a yacht nearby 
capsized and we could see the man in the water, struggling to get his boat upright again. 
Luckily a rescue dinghy was close by and went to help. 

How deceiving water is – one minute calm, the next causing all kinds of problems and 
sometimes destruction. I then remembered the many times we had seen the waves in     
Tynemouth crashing over the pier, the lifeboat out on a number of occasions. Fierce angry 
tides that were a sight to see! 

It reminded me of the ebb and flow of our lives - the unpredictability of it. One minute 
calm, the next in a state of confusion. How good and reassuring it is to know we have a God 
who is constant in His love for us - always the same, never changing and always there to 
help us in the rocky times as well as the calm ones. Thank you Lord.  

  

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,  

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be:    

Singing the Faith 51  

 

Beryl Teasdale 
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Peterborough City Praise 
 

Peterborough City Praise is a monthly modern but relaxed ecumenical service help 
on the 4th Sunday of the month at 6.00pm. Hosted by the Peterborough Cathedral 
the services are currently being live streamed (due to the Covid19 restrictions) from 

the Peterborough Cathedral Facebook page and then shared onto the                 
Peterborough City Praise Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

 
The worship is led by the Peterborough City Praise Band which is made up of      

individuals from across the City and different churches and includes our own local 
preacher, Chris Ballard.  

 
All of the Peterborough City Praise Bands songs over the past few months have 
been recorded and shared onto Facebook and YouTube. These are available for 

individual and collective worship. 
 

Facebook - www.facebook.com/PeterboroughCityPraise  
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJyw6QDvuGXc5EtWxV2wmNw    

or just search Peterborough City Praise  
 

As and when the government guidelines allow it, you are also invited to join us in 
person to praise God and worship united as one. 

 

God bless   

http://www.facebook.com/PeterboroughCityPraise
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJyw6QDvuGXc5EtWxV2wmNw
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How great Thou art!  - a literary travelogue. 

 

The writer of the English words of this famous hymn, Stuart Wesley Keene Hine, was a 
Methodist missionary who heard the translation into Russian of a German hymn from       
Estonia when it was published in Moscow in 1927.  He and his wife were living as          
missioners in Western Ukraine but it was not until 1931 when on a visit to the Carpathian 
Mountains in Ukraine that he was inspired by the magnificent scenery to make an English 
translation, discovering it was in fact based on a Swedish poem of nine verses written in 
1885 by Carl Boberg, a Christian preacher, poet and politician. The poem refers to the    
wonder of God in His creation with all the lakes and forests but without reference to the 
high mountains which Stuart Hine added in his translation into English. An atlas helps to 
understand such journeying! 

 

The first two verses of our English hymn are based directly on the Swedish original, the 
third verse coming from Stuart Hine’s experience of seeing the reaction of local villagers 
when first learning to read a dusty bible which had been left behind by a soldier from an   
invading Tsarist army nineteen years earlier! Hine was forced to  leave Eastern Europe in 
1939 and added the fourth verse in 1948. The tune is based on an old Swedish folk melody.   

 

In 1949 he published both the Russian and English words in his Russian Gospel magazine 
“Grace and Peace” which in addition to distribution in  Britain was sent free to refugees in 
15 countries including North and South America and the following year was taken to New 
Zealand.  It was heard in India in 1954 and later Japan ensuring worldwide distribution even 
before a single copy was sold! (Check your atlas again!). 

 

The hymn became very popular in the USA and was greatly admired by Dr Billy Graham 
being sung by George Beverley Shea and Cliff Barrows during his crusades. 

 

It must be listed as one of the most internationally known hymns of all time given its        
origins and subsequent circulation and remains one of the best loved  today. Should I have 
entitled this article “Around the world in 135 years”? 

 

John Bassill 

Prayer Handbooks 

The prayer handbook is expected to be published again this year, but perhaps                        
a little later than usual.   

The cost will be £4.15, large-print copies must be ordered in advance  
from M. Stones, (01572 823626) 

 

If you have had one in the past, I will assume you wish to have it again. 
  If not, please let me know. 

 

Rev J. Dowding is hoping to obtain copies for Barn Hill, but only if they are ordered           
in advance.  Please phone 01780 481430 ASAP if you would like one. 
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Bourne 
Continued prayers for those struggling with the current situation, may they find peace and 
comfort from God’s love.  For all those in education either returning to school or going off 
to pastures new for further studies. 
For all ministers taking up new appointments may they feel welcomed into their new       
surroundings.  For all of us at the start of this new Methodist year particularly as we begin 
to re-open our buildings for worship. 
 
Deepings 
Heavenly Father, we ask for your guidance as we contemplate return to our churches due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
We ask Lord, that you are with those planning for reopening of the churches, as they work 
through the various procedures required for the buildings to be safe and secure for all who 
attend our services, the preachers and the stewards. 
Lord God, it is fitting at this time to rededicate ourselves to you. Father, clarify our aims: 
help us to examine honestly our past record; teach us the value of united prayer. Forbit it 
Lord, that we should meet simply for social gatherings, heedless of our higher calling as 
ambassadors of your Kingdom. We beseech You to show us that to do and how to do it. 
Amen 
 
Empingham 
Please pray for Rev'd Bekkie as she settles in to the Circuit and as we begin to re-open our 

churches. Thanks for our recent Garden Gathering to meet Bekkie in Empingham, for our 
continued good friendship and fellowship through the work of the fortnightly Zoom house 
group and the online services and daily prayers.  We ask for guidance as we move forward 
and try to serve our community through the prayer box and prayer walks. Pray for Adele, 
who continues to operate the Community Post Office. 

 
Ketton 
As many are still anxious about on going changes in our day to day lives we pray that they 
may find comfort in knowing the Lord is with us and knows our fears. We pray for all the 
sick in mind or body may they know your healing, bring peace to countries in turmoil and 
bless all those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Here in Ketton we especially ask 
your blessings for Viv Angele as she comes to terms with the loss of her dear husband    
Charlie, may be rest in peace and rise in glory with the Lord. We give thanks for all the 
many people who strive to keep us safe in these strange times. 
We ask this in your name Almighty and everlasting God 
 
Oakham 
Lord, we pray for your help for those suffering at this difficult time of change be it through 
ill health,  loneliness,  or other problems. We pray that all may be sensitive to the diverse 
needs of others as you continue to help us through this pandemic and its wide-ranging ef-
fects. We also pray for those attempting to guide nations at this time....please bless them 
with wisdom.  We also give you thanks that we have witnessed your work through many 
wonderful people during these times. Amen 
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Stamford 
Please pray for:  
The children and teachers who have recently returned to school in these uncertain times. 
Many children will have lost the habit of studying having been out of school for months and 
returning to education will be a very different experience and also those starting a new phase 
of their lives – in secondary school, further or higher education. 
The young people who, having left school or college have little prospect of employment and 
adults who have been furloughed or made redundant.  
Those who are ill or undergoing medical treatment, for Eric and Penny Mival after Eric’s 
stroke. 
our neighbours and those around us in our communities. 
Our churches slowly reopening, those that attend for services which are  very different and 
members who are shielding or lacking in the confidence to return to church. 
We give thanks for:  
The safe arrival in August of Luke and Jo’s twin boys, Elias and Isaiah. 
For our minister Andy and those who have enabled him to bring moving prayers and services 

into our homes, through modern technology. 

for opportunities to worship together face to face. 

for selfless, caring people who give of their love and time to 
support others. 
for Second Helpings continuing to support and serve others. 
 

Uppingham 
As we move through the new Methodist Year with its promise of new beginnings we pray for 

our church, our Circuit and our District asking for God’s guidance in all our challenges and 
opportunities. 
We pray for and remember all those whom God has laid on our hearts especially those who 
are frail, sick and terminally ill - and all who are afraid. 
We thank you and praise you , Lord ,for all the beauty and autumn colours which surround us. 
 
Circuit 
Give thanks for: 
Rev’d Bekkie Wright joining the circuit ministry team; 
Churches and fellowships who are finding new ways to reach out in love and service;  
Thursdays at Noon Zoom Prayers for growth and revival; 
Our circuit administrator, Rowan, who has worked tirelessly  
throughout lockdown to support the work of the circuit and keep us all     
connected. 
Please pray for: 
The emerging opportunities for Online Church; 
Phil Jones (Circuit Mission Enabler) and Sarah Lamb (Circuit  
Children & Families Work Enabler) as they work in new ways following their return from   
furlough; 
Luke Denley as he begins a new role across the circuit to help local churches discover possi-
bilities for youth engagement during this Connexional Year. 
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A Prayer by A.Fyall 

 

Caring God, 

Thank you that you are with us on the journey of life. 

When we are amid danger you protect us above, beneath and within; 

When we are weary, you wait with us; 

When we are anxious, you promise your peace; 

When the journey is long and difficult, you guide us forward to the destination where rest, 
love and comfort await. 

 
In these days,  

Assure us of your presence, 

Grant us grace to reveal your presence to others 

And may we find our hope in You. 
 

Amen 
 

A Prayer 
 

God of the ages, God near at hand, in you we place our trust, our hope, our very being into 
your hands. 

 
Help us to be faithful stewards of your creation. 

 
Empower us to be those who live your life of justice, compassion and reconciliation. 

 
Enable us to walk gently upon the earth, living your way of shalom with all whom we 

share your creation with. 
 

For truly, we are no longer our own, we are yours. 
In Christs name. Amen 

 
 

Contributed by Vanessa Turner 
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Children And Family Ministry  

 

Covid 19 has had a significant impact on the life and work of the church, and our work with 
children and families has seen significant changes and difficulties, starting in March before 
lockdown with concerns over the gathering of toddler groups, and continuing as we struggle 
to connect with families in these strange days.  I must say thankyou and well done to those 
who have continued to do this throughout these months, I know it has been greatly            
appreciated. 

 

However, we believe in a God who is active and alive working in and through these days, 
and so just as the Psalmist questioned how it is possible to sing the Lord’s song in a strange 
land, we too are learning this new beat and rhythm as we seek to do just that. 

What’s new? 

Toddlers.  It is likely to be some time before toddler groups can safely meet again on our 
premises, and so I have begun to record a weekly 10 minute Toddler Time video which     
includes a story and songs.  If you have young children, or know any families who may like 
to listen to this please encourage them to search Sarah Lamb Children and Family Worker 
on Facebook the videos will be there each Monday. 

 

Schools.  Collective worship and lunch/after school clubs are just not possible at the    
moment, and so I am working with a number of primary schools as to how I can continue to 
support them.  I will be recording a weekly collective worship video which will include a 
Bible story, a reflection and a prayer.  Please do continue to hold our local schools in your 
prayers. 

 

Worship.  Throughout lockdown I have been following the Messy Church movement and 
looking at the various ways local churches have been responding.  One of the exciting       
developments has been “Messy in a bag”, the idea is that everything needed for the craft  
activities is placed in paper bags, including a printout of the Bible story and a few          
questions, a simple food treat (wrapped!) and sometimes a little note/prayer.  The bags are 
then collected by the families (following Covid guidelines) and the activities done at home.  
This is something I would love to set up across the circuit, but recognise the difficulties for 
some.  However, I will be recording a monthly Bible Story with a short reflection, and hope 
to work with local churches to see what is possible for us to produce and how we might     
re-establish our links with families.  So please listen out for any updates on this!  

 

Christmas.  Yes I said it!  It may feel a long way off, but… I am thinking about stars!!  My 
hope is to set up a follow the star trail in a number of our local towns, encouraging families 
to find stars and work out the Message hidden in the trail.  I’m still working on this, but 
hope your local church might get involved, so again watch this space! 

Please do find and follow/like Sarah Lamb Children and Family worker page, where these 
updates and videos will be shared.  And so as we learn this new song, May God Bless us all. 

Sarah x. 
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Submitting articles for the newsletter 
We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book  reviews, poems and 

articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add 
your name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.  

For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.  

Please send all entries for the November 2020 newsletter no later than                        
Tuesday 6th October 2020, including Prayers for the Prayer page from                  

Church Stewards (anything sent after this date will not be included) 
Thank you 

Stamford Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Scheme  
  

This is a scheme to buy and send Christmas Presents to the children of the          
prisoners at Stocken Prison. This helps to build good relationships among         

prisoners’ families. 
  

The cost of each present would be approximately £15 including postage. 
Your donations to this fund would be much appreciated. 

  
Any cheques need to be made payable to : 
‘Stamford Prison Fellowship – Angel Tree’ 

Your donations can be given to Maurice Wade 
17 Drift Avenue Stamford, PE9  1UY 

  
Many thanks and every blessing 

Maurice and Judith 

CIRCUIT PRAYER AND PRAISE  REVIEW - YOUR THOUGHTS  AND                                                  
PRAYERS WELCOMED 

We are seeking to develop the work of Circuit Prayer and Praise and to see where       
God may be leading us.                                                             

It may be that you are a regular attendee or have even taken part in these regular circuit 
events. In recent days, we have taken to using some of  the church Sunday evening slots 

to encourage participation, sometimes very successfully.                                                                     

However we don’t want to rest on our usual format and are seeking to be a better focus 
for God’s resources and work through Circuit Prayer and Praise. 

Therefore, we are asking the circuit to share their views on how CP&P could be           
enhanced, changed, or adapted to meet the needs of our circuit in 2020 and to serve God 

better though its format. 

Our strapline is reflect, rejoice, receive, respond and we want to deepen these elements 
in any way we can. 

Please give your comments – preferably by email but letters welcome too! –                      
to Andy at andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk, copying me in at pdvjones@hotmail.com. 

Your help is appreciated. 

The Stamford Circuit Team for Circuit Prayer and Praise 

mailto:andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk
mailto:pdvjones@hotmail.com

