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Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit 
 

 

Order of Worship : Sunday 19 September 2021 

Looking and listening for God in Scripture and in the world 

Led by Rev Ruth Charlesworth, Mr John Moncrief and Mr Tony Gregson  

  

 

Almighty God, Creator, and Ruler of all, 
we come this day to worship You 
and to ask Your guidance upon our lives. 

We come to be still, 
we come to listen, 
we come to be noisy, 
and we come to offer ourselves to You. 

Prepare our hearts to receive Your word 
and up lift our spirits as we spend time together worshipping You, 
so that when we leave this place of worship 
we may feel renewed and refreshed. 
Amen 

We sing together our first hymn – Be still for the presence of the Lord, the holy one is here 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now 
With reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, 
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
To minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
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We continue in prayer… 

Loving God, 
we thank You for Your constant guidance in our lives 
and for all the ways You encourage, challenge, strengthen and renew us. 
We thank You that we still hear Your quiet words 
whispering to us in the silence of our own hearts. 
We thank You that through song, prayer, preaching, worship mission and service, 
we are still able to hear Your voice. 
Through fellowship and community, 
we can feel Your presence in what we do and say. 

We thank You that when we see the fields of corn 
and hear the birds singing, 
we are hearing You 
and when the wind blows, 
we feel You. 

We thank You that through Christ's life, 
work, teaching, death and resurrection 
You speak to us 
and that Your Holy Spirit inspires, comforts and empowers us each day. 

We thank You for the times we have felt lost 
and have felt Your hand take hold of us 
and lead us forward – through difficulties, life problems and illnesses. 
We thank You for Your healing touch. 

Be with us now, directing our ways 
so that we may glorify You in all that we do and say. 
Amen 

Isaiah 55:6-11 
 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 

    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the LORD. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 As the rain and the snow 

    come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

    without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 
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    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

    It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 
 We sing All I once held dear 
 
All I once held dear, built my life upon 
All this world reveres and wars to own 
All I once thought gain I have counted loss 
Spent and worthless now, compared to this 
 
Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 
There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 
You're my joy, my righteousness 
And I love You, Lord 
 
Now my heart's desire is to know You more 
To be found in You and known as Yours 
To possess by faith what I could not earn 
All-surpassing gift of righteousness 
 
Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 
There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 
You're my joy, my righteousness 
And I love You, Lord 
 
Oh, to know the power of Your risen life 
And to know You in Your sufferings 
To become like You in Your death, my Lord 
So with You to live and never die 
 
Knowing You, Jesus 
Knowing You 
There is no greater thing 
You're my all, You're the best 
You're my joy, my righteousness 
And I love You, Lord 
And I love You, Lord 
And I love You, Lord 
 

 
Luke 19:1-10  
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Zacchaeus the Tax Collector 

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; 

he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 

was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 

see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him 

gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 

the amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 
 
Most of us will have played ‘hide and seek’ with a child who is slightly too young to understand the 
rules. You will find yourself standing in the middle of the room and say “where’s so and so” and the 
child will leap out and enthusiastically cry “Here I am!” . The child wants to be found, in the same 
way that when we seek God – God wants to be found.  
 
“I look for God through daily readings and prayer, the listening is much harder to do!”  That was 
the answer given when I asked the question about how they looked and listened for God in 
Scripture and in the world.  From another “I listen to God through dreams” and another “I look and 
listen to God in nature, feel him in the wind and see him in random acts of kindness”.  We are all 
different, and all approach this in different ways.   
 
We are looking for the God who is already looking for us   The idea that God seeks us before we 
seek God and that everything we do is a response to God’s grace, is central to our understanding 
of the gospel, yet sometimes gets lost when we talk about our practice of spiritual disciplines. 
When we read the Bible, perhaps often we feel that we must be looking to learn more about God’s 
story, yet reading the Bible doesn’t instantly mean that we have to try to learn more facts, but 
encounter God and to be transformed. The anticipation is there that we want to respond to the 
gracious God who always seeks us. Isaiah emphasises a living word – how do we seek God in the 
Bible and the world, in a way that is faithful to Isaiah’s vision?  
 
Perhaps because of the variety we find in the Bible, study can be a joy, but it can also be  a 
struggle.  We may find some passages easier because they are written in story form, or as poetry, 
and others difficult because they are lists of unpronounceable names, or the setting of the law for 
instance.  People have different experiences of encountering God and the story is often told of the 
person who was looking to find God by randomly opening pages to see what they could find.  On 
two attempts of opening found the words ‘Judas went and hanged himself’ then ‘Go and do 
likewise!’  Perhaps under the smiles at what we might turn up, there is also a hint of that struggle 
as to just how we do it.   Some find God more easily in the world, perhaps in the simplicity of 
picking out the beauty others find God more easily through Scripture. Isaiah uses both the singular 
and plural use of you as he speaks, so together we find ways to share our different experiences 
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and encourage each other as we look and listen for God, and as God is revealed to and through 
us.   
 
Zaccheus hides away in the tree determined to get a glimpse of Jesus, not realising that Jesus is 
already seeking him out, and joy follows as we see the story unfold.  When I was a child learning 
to cross the road, we were taught to look and listen.  Look all around for traffic and listen to see 
whether we could hear anything we couldn’t see.  Then we could cross the road safely to the other 
side.  On the green cross code when we do that we are told we live – as we look and listen for 
God we live in a new ddimension. 
 
When we are struggling perhaps we need to remind ourselves that the Bible was written down at a 
time when most people could not read. It was intended to be read out loud. Have you tried 
listening to Scripture, perhaps to longer sections than are read in church?  
 
We might want to try different ways of reading -  for instance sometimes I find it helpful to read a 
passage,  and try and imagine myself within it, so for instance being Zaccheus, or someone in the 
crowd observing the conversation and think about what this might mean for me.  Or perhaps read 
a passage through and see what words and phrases really stick out, and spend a little time 
reflecting on why those words and phrases and what they are saying to me.   
 
In the same way perhaps we sometimes find it easy and sometimes difficult to see and hear God 
in the world, for sometimes we see good things and want to offer praise and at other times what 
we see and hear upsets us, and leaves us with many questions.  The Psalmist often helps with 
that! 
 
Being a disciple isn’t always easy!  Sometimes the journey is a bit like climbing the hills to see the 
beautiful views, and sometimes it is trying to find our way out of the valleys.  The truth running 
through it all though is that God continues to search us out, and encourages to do the same in 
return. 
 
 
So with that in mind, let’s hear the reading from Luke again and then pause as we listen to the 
music to see what speaks to us …. 
 
 

19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; 

he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 

was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 

see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him 

gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 

the amount.” 
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9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

Instrumental music for reflection…..(Carrickfergus) 
 

Let’s pray 

 I invite you to magine you are boarding a double-decker bus. 
You pay your fare, climb to the top deck and take the front seat by the window. 
Take a moment to look at your fellow passengers. 
Like countless people every day, you do not know them, 
yet you share a moment of life together. 
Take a moment to pray for them…. 

You look down to the pavement. 
In the crowds of people you see someone sitting huddled in a blanket, trying to fade into the 
background, but watching people with pleading eyes and looking for help. 

We pray for those who are homeless, refugees, and those who feel very much on the edges of 
society 

You turn and look out of the opposite window. 
The bus is passing a busy hospital, you see people come and go, along with ambulances and 
cars. 

We pray for those who are sick, and for those who care for them. 

The journey continues and you pass a church.  Outside there is a hearse and you realise that a 
funeral is taking place. 

We pray for all those who are mourning, and those who are facing death. 

A little further and you see a play park full of people enjoying themselves.   

We pray for families in all their variety, and especially for children to be able to grow in love and 
security .. 

Just before your stop you pass your front door. 
Take a moment to picture all the people that pass through that door: 
friends, family, those with whom you laugh and cry. 
Pray for those who are dearest to you…. 

As you reach your stop, you slowly disembark the bus 
and step out into the street, leaving your prayers with God who hears them all and so we offer our 
thanks. 

We share together in the Lord’s prayer…. 

 

So to our closing hymn – Will you come and follow me? 
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Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all, now and for ever more. 

Let us go in peace to look and listen, to love, to follow and to serve. 


